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Abstract

  

The article analyses documents from the fond of the Moscow Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’
Deputies stored in the Central State Archive of the Moscow Region related to the activities of
the said revolutionary body, those managing transport and communication services in particular.
In March – February 1917 the Automobile Department, which so recently had been under the
jurisdiction of the City Duma, came over to the Moscow Revolutionary Committee and on March
6, 1917 on the assumption that “current historical moment set forward an urgent and almost
sole task of organizing worker masses and democratization” and with a view to protect “our
organization from the onsurge of bourgeois parties and unions” the general meeting of its
executive bureau and all sub-department heads decided in a unanimous vote “to assume the
title of the Automobile Department of the Moscow Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies and
to come under management of the Soviet of Workers’ Deputies with an internal code of conduct
of its own.” A department head informed the Executive Commission of the Soviet of the
decision. The Soviet, having learned of the decision, accepted it and sent a member “for guiding
role.” Those days in Moscow, when there was fighting between the Soviets and Provisionary
Government combatants, were far from ideal for any record-keeping routine and there are
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hardly any documents on the Automobile Department activities left. But documents drafted by
the victors in the immediate aftermath allow form a clear view of the events.
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