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Abstract

  

This article is a publication of letters of Nikolai Petrovich Ottokar (1884-1957), Russian emigre
historian, specialist in the history of the Florentine Republic, professor at the University of
Florence, to his colleague and opponent Gaetano Salvemini (1873-1957), established authority
in Italian historiography, fervent antifascist, and emigrant as well. The author feels that the
historiography implies that there was a certain strain between two historians that stemmed in
Ottokar's harsh criticism of Salvemini’s concept of the history of late Duecento era Florence,
which he proposed in 1899. Also Ottokar succeeded Salvemini at the Department of
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Contemporary History after Salvemini was expelled by the fascists from the University of
Florence. The scholarship cites Ottokar’s manifest ‘loyalty’ to the fascist regime in Italy,
including his likely party membership. It recalls his cooperation in a number of scientific projects
of the fascist era, for instance, the Enciclopedia italiana. The author feels that the texts
published below allow to correct this outlook and also to add several significant details to the
research field. First, as follows from the texts below, the relationship between two historians
was clearly not strained, but rather friendly. Secondly, the published letters add a number of
interesting details to the biography of the Russian scientist. It should be noted that the Italian
scientist played an important role in Ottokar’s life in 1924-1925. Apparently, Salvemini helped
Ottokar to settle in Florence, where he emigrated from Perm in 1921. Apparently, Ottokar began
his work at the University of Florence at the instigation of the Italian scientist. This, by the way,
can testify, albeit indirectly, of a rather longer acquaintance of two scientists, which could have
begun in the early 1910s, during N.P. Ottokar’s international trip. Letters are published from
autographs stored in the fond of Gaetano Salvemini in the Istituto storico Toscana della
Resistenza in Italian and in Russian translation by the author accomplished with permission of
the Comitato Salvemini.

  

  

Download the article: klyuev_doi

  

  

Keywords

  

Nikolai Ottokar, Gaetano Salvemini, history of Florence, history of medieval studies, Russian
emigration in Italy, Istituto storico Toscana della Resistenza, Comitato Salvemini.

  

  

References

 2 / 4

images/stories/klyuev_doi.pdf


‘I... Should Never Forget What You Did for Me.’ Letters of Famous Russian Emigre Historian Nikolai Ottokar to Italian Scholar Gaetano Salvemini

  

DUBROVSKII, I. V. Ottokar i drugie [Ottokar and others. In Russ.]. IN: DUBROVSKII, I. V.
Ocherki sotsial'noi istorii srednikh vekov [Essays on the social history of the Middle Ages. In
Russ.]. Moscow, REGNUM  publ., 2010. pp. 97-131.

  

KLYUEV, A.I. Iz istorii odnoi knigi: N.P. Ottokar i ego kniga «Florentiiskaya kommuna v kontse
Dudzhento» v kontekste epokhi [A history of a book: N. P. Ottokar and his book ‘The commune
in Florence at the end of Ducento’ in the context of its time. In Russ.]. IN: Dialog so vremenem,
2011, no. 34, pp. 249-270.

  

MARRASSINI, P. Una Facolta improduttiva: Lettere fra cultura e politica. IN: L`Universita degli
Studi di Firenze, 1924–2004. Firenze, Firenze University Press publ., 2004, pp. 49-164.

  

Nicola Ottokar storico del Medioevo: da Pietroburgo a Firenze. A cura di L. Pubblici, R. Risaliti.
Firenze, L. Olschki publ., 2008, 146 p.

  

  

About author

  

Klyuev Artem Igorevich, F. M. Dostoevsky Omsk State University, lecturer, Omsk, Russian
Federation +7-983-563-33-75, kluevartem@mail.ru

  

  

Grant information

  

 3 / 4



‘I... Should Never Forget What You Did for Me.’ Letters of Famous Russian Emigre Historian Nikolai Ottokar to Italian Scholar Gaetano Salvemini

This article has been prepared with financial support of the Russian Foundation for Basic
Research (science project no. 18-39-00077).

  

  

Submitted 13.02.2018, published:

  

KLYUEV, A. I. ‘Ya...  nikogda ne smogu zabyt' to, chto ty sdelal dlya menya’. Pis'ma izvestnogo
russkogo istorika-emigranta Nikolaya Ottokara klassiku ital'yanskoi istoriografii Gaetano
Sal'vemini [‘I... Should Never Forget What You Did for Me.’ Letters of Famous Russian Emigre
Historian Nikolai Ottokar to Italian Scholar Gaetano Salvemini. In Russ.]. IN: Vestnik arhivista /
Herald of an Archivist, 2018, no. 2, pp. 591-603. doi 10.28995/2073-0101-2018-2-591-603

  

  

You can read completely article in the russian historic-archival magazine “The Herald of
an Archivist”. Read more about terms of subscription here . 

  Полностью материал публикуется в российском историко-архивоведческом
журнале ВЕСТНИК АРХИВИСТА. Ознакомьтесь с условиями подписки здесь . 

  

 4 / 4

http://www.arhivemagazine.com/subscribe.html
http://www.vestarchive.ru/podpiska.html

