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Abstract

The draft of the letter by former President of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR S. I. Vavilov
addressed to J. V. Stalin and supposedly dated 1948 points to Vavilov attempting to streamline
the introduction of scientific censorship in the USSR in the sphere of significant research in
physics. In Vavilov’s opinion, the prohibition had a negative impact on other branches of science
as well, including humanities. This letter was a second one that Vavilov sent to Stalin. As his
appeal to entrust control over information security procedures to the institutions of Academy of
Sciences of the USSR had no effect, Vavilov made reference to the experience of his foreign
colleagues, who were free to discuss their latest scientific achievements, and proposed to
organize a special censure body, within which, he hoped, most authoritative scholars would be
able to keep the scientific discussion alive. Both Vavilov’s letters to Stalin seem to be directly
connected with the consequences of implementation of the resolution of the Council of Ministers
of the USSR of June 8, 1947 no. 2009 ‘On formation of the list of information classified as state
secret, disclosure of which is punishable by law.’” This document replaced the resolution of April
27,1926 ‘On the approval of the list of information, the contents of which is classified as
specially protected state secret.” Obviously, attempts of Vavilov, who sought to continue the
policy of compromise and cooperation with the Soviet power started by S. F. Oldenburg — the
Permanent secretary of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR until 1929 — and to retain in
some degree the freedom of scientific discussion, primarily, in the spheres most relevant for the
national defense industry development (such as nuclear physics) and thus to contribute to their
further development, were unsuccessful. The resolutions accepted by the Politbureau of the
Central Committee of the VCP(b) and the Council of Ministers of the USSR (both earlier and
later) strengthened state control over all spheres of scientific activity. Publication of several
journals in foreign languages was forbidden, regime of severe secrecy was introduced in the
museum sphere.

Keywords

Apxus, history of science, control over information security procedures, S. I. Vavilov, J. V.
Stalin, state secret.

2/5



Revisiting the History of Introduction of Scientific Censorship in the USSR: Letter of S. I. Vavilov to J. V. S

Download the article: bukharin ananiev doi

References

Akademiya nauk v resheniyakh Politbyuro TSK RKP(b) — VKP(b) — KPSS. 1922—-1991
[ESAKQV, V.D. (comp.). Academy of Sciences in the decisions of the Politbureau of the Central
Committee of the RCP(b) — VCP(b) — CPSU. 1922-1991. In Russ.]. Vol. 1: 1922—-1952.
Moscow, ROSSPEN publ., 2000, 591 p.

Atomnyi proekt SSSR. Dokumenty i materialy [RYABEV, L. D. (ed.). The atomic project of the
USSR: Documents and materials. In Russ.]. Vol. 3. Vodorodnaya bomba. 1945-1956. Kn. 1/
Sost. G. A. Goncharov, P. P. Maksimenko [GONCHAROQV, G. A., MAKSIMENKO, P. P.
(comps.). H-bomb. 1945-1956]. Book 1. Moscow, Sarov, VNIIEHF publ., 2008, 736 p.

ESAKQV, V. D., LEVINA, E. S. Delo “KR” (lz istorii gonenii na sovetskuyu intelligentsiyu) [The
case of “KR” (From the history of repressions of the Soviets intellegentsia). In Russ.]. IN:
Kentavr, 1994, no. 2. pp. 54—69.

KAGANOVICH, B. S. Sergei Fedorovich Ol'denburg. Opyt biografii [Sergei Fedorovich
Oldenburg: Attempted biography. In Russ.]. St. Petersburg, Nestor-Istoriya publ., 2013, 248 p.

KRIVONOSOQV, Yu. I. Rukopisnoe pis'mo S. I. Vavilova Stalinu [Handwritten letter from S. I.
Vavilov to Stalin. In Russ.]. IN: Uspekhi fizicheskikh nauk, 2000, no. 9 (170), pp. 1021-1024.

TOLZ, V. Russian Academicians and the Revolution: Combining Professionalism and Politics.
Houndmills, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan UK, 1997. 236 p.

3/5


images/stories/bukharin_ananiev_doi.pdf

Revisiting the History of Introduction of Scientific Censorship in the USSR: Letter of S. I. Vavilov to J. V. S

About authors

Bukharin Mikhail Dmitrievich, PhD in History, member-correspondent of Russian Academy of
Sciences, Moscow, Institute of World History, Russian Academy of Sciences, 8(495) 938-44-32,
michabucha@gmail.com

Ananiev Vitaly Gennadievich, PhD in History, senior lecturer, Saint-Petersburg State University
+7-911-214-60-15, v.ananev@spbu.ru

Grant information

The work has been prepared with financial support from of the Russian Science Fund (science
project no. 18-18-00367).

Submitted 29.06.2018, published (for citation):

BUKHARIN, M. D., ANANIEV, V. G. K istorii vwvedeniya nauchnoi tsenzury v SSSR. Pis'mo S. I.
Vavilova I. V. Stalinu iz fondov Arkhiva RAN [Reuvisiting the History of Introduction of Scientific
Censorship in the USSR: Letter of S. I. Vavilov to J. V. Stalin from the Fonds of the Archive of
the Russian Academy of Sciences. In Russ.]. IN: Vestnik arhivista / Herald of an Archivist, 2019,

4/5



Revisiting the History of Introduction of Scientific Censorship in the USSR: Letter of S. I. Vavilov to J. V. S

no. 1, pp. 153-163. doi 10.28995/2073-0101-2019-1-153-163

You can read completely article in the russian historic-archival magazine “The Herald of
an Archivist”. Read more about terms of subscription here.

MonHocTblo MaTepuan Ny6nmkyeTcs B pPOCCUMCKOM UCTOPUKO-apXUBOBELYECKOM
xypHane BECTHUK APXUBUCTA. O3HakoMbTeCb C YCNOBUAMM NOAMNUCKU 30€Ch .

5/5


http://www.arhivemagazine.com/subscribe.html
http://www.vestarchive.ru/podpiska.html

