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Abstract

The article strives to identify paperwork stages and timescales for the Tobolsk Spiritual
Consistory punishing its subordinates for drunkenness. The Russian Orthodox Church was the
first to turn its attention to the problem of alcoholism and began fighting drunkenness of its cleric
in mid-18th century, long before anti-alcohol campaigns of late 19th century. This is confirmed
by the author’s discovery of archival materials. The Synod's concern for the preservation of
documentary heritage of the Russian Orthodox Church allows to study methods of combating
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excessive drinking among ecclesiastics of the Tobolsk diocese, as well as various aspects of
paperwork involved. The study examines stages and timing of the investigation of clerics by the
Tobolsk Spiritual Consistory and their punishment for addiction to alcohol. Scientific novelty of
this work lies in the fact that the matter has not yet been investigated and is now studied on the
basis of recently identified archival sources. The author has studied the files of the Tobolsk
Spiritual Consistory from the State Archive in Tobolsk. The article reveals the content of these
files, examines the documents on investigation and punishment of clerics for drunkenness and
related offenses: petitioning documents (petitions, reports, denunciations) from parishioners,
colleagues, authorities; certificates drawn up by order of the Bishop; extracts from the minutes
of the Tobolsk Spiritual Consistory meetings; its decrees containing decisions on particular
cases; reports of the accused and their immediate superiors. The author has inquired into what
determined timing and stages of the paperwork, identified the plaintiff’s documents in the
investigatory files. Archives show that excessive consumption of alcoholic beverages caused
other misfortunes. The analysis of documents of the Tobolsk Spiritual Consistory proves that
severity of punishment and increased timescale of the proceedings correlated with gravity of
concurrent offences.
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