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Abstract

  

The article is devoted to consideration of local features of communication between the Soviet
government and the Cossack population of the Kuban in 1920–22 on the example of the
chronicle of life of Staronizhesteblievskaya stanitsa. Using traditional methods of system
analysis, retrospective and comparative approaches to historical research, the authors have set
a task of identifying mechanisms for strengthening Soviet power and organizing its interaction
with the population in the Kuban villages. The Cossack population was distinguished by its
conservative worldview and for most part participated in the Civil War on the side of the White
movement. Identification of features of the relationship between the Soviet authorities and the
Cossack population of the Kuban in the early Soviet period (1920–22) is relevant for national
historical science, as it shows that repressive vector in the system of communication of
victorious political forces with individual ethno-social groups and society as a whole was
possible, but not mandatory. The novelty of the research lies in consideration of economic,
social, and political processes occurring at the grassroots level of the South of Russia rural
society, in a Cossack village. Relying on methodological provisions of microhistoric approach,
according to which the objects of scientific analysis are historical events and phenomena at the
local level, the authors have analyzed socially significant phenomena in the rural society of
Staronizhestebliyevskaya stanitsa, revealing features of the Cossack population integration into
the Soviet society. The article introduces into scientific use documents of the village revkom and
higher Soviet authorities, which highlight social confrontation within the rural society. They show
how the Soviet government searched for and implemented mechanisms of combating the
“green” insurgency and sabotage of the prodrazverstka, using preventive arrest, confiscation of
property, taking and executing hostages. Having reconstructed the chronicle of life of
Staronizhesteblievskaya stanitsa in 1920–22, the authors conclude that the Soviet government
set a course for confrontation with the wealthy and middle-class Cossacks in its system of
communication with the Cossack population of the Kuban in the early 1920s, designing and
testing a repressive model of interaction with those disagreeing with political and economic
transformations. The study has been carried out on the basis of materials from the State
Archive of the Krasnodar Krai. Its results can be used for comprehensive characterization of the
Soviet authorities’ activities in the era of their formation and strengthening (1920–22) and of the
Kuban Cossacks adaptation to the new model of state and society.
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