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Abstract

  

  

The article is devoted to the activities of the combines of the Leningrad Branch of the USSR Art
Fund in the mid-1950s. The article is based on materials from the Branch's fund deposited in
the Central State Archive of Literature and Art of St. Petersburg. The research approach
according to which the material is analyzed is connected with the study of everyday life as one
of the relevant areas of modern historical science. Researchers advocate the “chamber
propaganda program” that operated in the art production of the USSR in the mid- second half of
the 20th century. The material of the Leningrad Branch's fund allows us to trace the specific
problems faced by the implementation of this plan in practice. Basing on this source, we reveal
how reality corrected ideological attitudes. The focus of the article is on the activities of the
Painting and Sculpture and Art-design combines of the Branch. The year 1956 was chosen as a
chronological marker, as the moment of transition from one political and cultural period to
another, from the period of “late Stalinism” to the period of “Thaw”. The archival materials
analyzed in the article allow us to draw the following conclusions. Firstly, the personal factor
made significant adjustments to the work of the combines. On one hand, there was a struggle
against bureaucracy and routine. On the other hand, policy on combating anti-Semitism was
publicly announced. Both were supposed to demonstrate a new ideological atmosphere,
“correction of the mistakes in the past”. Secondly, an important role in the real participation of
combines in the process of forming the living environment of a Soviet citizen was played by the
distribution of funding in specific areas of activity. The most artistic trends related to the
manufacture of applied art and interior design received the least money. The main funds were
spent on direct propaganda and ongoing technical work. Finally, another factor of adjustment
was the accepted system of wage payment. It made more profitable work not creative, but
routine, related to the repetition of what had already been done earlier. All that complex of
factors, of course, left its mark on the implementation of ideological attitudes and corrected the
implementation of the "chamber propaganda plan". It seems that this trend of research may be
of significant interest both for studying the activities of the enterprises of the USSR art industry,
and for the political history of the country and the history of its everyday life. The scientific
potential of the relevant archival materials, some of which did not attract the attention of
researchers, is extremely great.
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