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Abstract

The article assesses civic position of Russian officers in the period between February and
October revolutions. The significance of the study is confirmed by the persisting preoccupation
of the public and the scientific community with the fates of Russian officers. Their chosen
post-October 1917 trajectory was largely influenced by the experience gained during this period.
For a long time the officers’ political beliefs were labeled as die-hard and ultraconservative, but
in the recent decades the researchers are discovering just how differently they reacted to the
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revolutionary events of the spring, summer and autumn of 1917. Patriotism and desire to be
useful to the army and the country were inherent to the civic position of the majority of Russian
officers. However, the actions of the officers who had undergone all kinds of revolutionary trials
were induced by different motives. The destabilizing processes in the army had a direct impact
on their beliefs. In order to identify the transformations that occurred in the officers’ worldview,
the author strives to observe the reactions of Russian officers caused by particular national
news and developments in the army that took place while the revolution was unfolding and to
determine which provoked most irreconcilable reprobation and which allowed some level of
tolerance. The analysis of the officer worldview, which underwent a radical change in 1917 and
influenced their path forward, is based on published memoirs of Russian military leaders and on
archival materials. Among archival documents of particular importance are diaries, open letters
addressed to the public and to the government, personal correspondence, reports to the
command, orders of the day, etc. The process of forming an adequate response to the
destruction of the army and the loss of authority by officers in 1917 was felt in the
contemporaries’ first appraisal of the revolutionary changes which was made in the wake of the
events. Many of them were seeking the culprit to blame for the collapse of the state and for the
worst-case scenario happening in liberated from imperial power Russia. Taking their share of
blame for the recent events, the officers considered the destruction of the Russian army one of
the gravest causes for the national tragedy.

AHHOTaUMS

CraTtbs nocesleHa NccnenoBaHuio rpax.aaHCcKom nosnumnm poccuinckoro ouuepcTaa B
nepuon mexay ®espanbckoit n OkTsabpbekoi pesontoumnsamm 1917 r. AKTyanbHOCTb ee
N3y4yeHnsa NOATBEPXOAETCA NHTEPECOM, KOTOPbLIM NPOAOIXaeT NOMb30BaTbCA B HAYUHbIX
Kpyrax n obwecTtse cyabba poccuinckux ocoumuepos. Beibop umm ceoero nytu nocne Oktabps
1917 r. B 3HauYnTENnbHOM Mepe cpopmmpoBancsa nog BANAHNEM ONbiTa, NOYYEHHOrO B 3TOT
nepuod. Ml ecnn nonroe Bpems nonutmnyeckme ybexneHns ouLepoB xapakTepnu3oBanuncb
KakK KpailHe KOHCepBaTMBHble, TO B MOCNeAHNE AECATUNETMS nccnenosarteny obHapyXmBaioT,
HaCKO/bKO pasHoi bbina peakums Kaxaoro 3 HUX Ha PEBOMOLIMOHHBIE COObITUS BECHbBI-OCEHM
1917 r. MpaxpaHcKol No3nummn 60bWNHCTBA POCCUNCKUX 0ConLLEPOB BbiNn NpUCyLWm
NaTpPUOTM3M 1 CTPEMIIEHNE NPUHECTM NONb3Y apMun 1 cTpaHe. OnHako obpas nencTauii
ochuLIEPOB, NO-pPa3HOMy NoBeawmnx cebs B yCNnoBMSX PEBOMOLIMOHHBIX UCTbITAHWUIA,
onpenenancs pasHbiMy MmotuBamu. x ybexaeHms, HECOMHEHHO, NCMbITbIBANN
HenocpeacTBEHHOE BANSIHAE NPOUCXOAMBLINX B apMUM AECTAbUNN3MPYIOWNX NPOLLECCOB.
YT100bl BEISBATL TPAHCHOPMALMIO MUPOBO33PEHNS OCPULLEPCTBA, aBTOP NOMbITANCS
NpoCcneanTb, Kakyt peakLmio Bbi3biBann Y POCCURCKNX OGOMLEPOB T€ UM UHbIE COObITUS,
npoucxoansLlive B CTpaHe N apMumn B PEBOJTIIOLNOHHbIE MECSLIbl, ONMPEeneUTb, YTO Bbi3biBaO Y
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HWX Hanbonee HEMPUMUPUMOE HENPUSITUE, C YEM OHM COT nacHbl 6blnn MMpuTbes. OCHOBO ANs
aHann3a MMpoBO33peHns opuLiepos, koTopoe B 1917 r. noasepriocb kapanHanbHOMYy
N3MEHEHMIO 1 MOBANANO HA JaNbHENWWIA XN3HEHHBIA BbIOOP KaX40ro N3 HUX, CYXUIKN Kak
ony6nnKoBaHHblE BOCMOMUHAHNS POCCUMIACKMX BOEHHbBIX AEATENEN, TaK N apXUBHbIE
matepuansl. Cpean XpaHsWmnxcs B apxmBax JOKYMEHTOB BaXHOE 3HAYEHNE NMEKT LHEBHUKN,
OTKPbITble NUCbMA K 0OWECTBEHHOCTN U NPaBUTENbCTBY, NMYHAS NEPENMCKA, JOHECEHUS
KOMaHOoBaHWo, Npukasbl No Bovckam u T.n. [pouecc oopMnpoBaHns alekBaTHOro 0TBeTa Ha
paspyleHve apMnun n nageHne astToputeta ogouuepctaa B 1917 r. otpasnnca Ha xapakTtepe
NepBbiX OLEHOK, AaHHbIX COBPEMEHHMKaMM PEBOIOLMOHHBIM MPeobpa3oBaHUSIM Mo ropsYmM
cnepnam cobbiTuii. MHOrMe 13 HUX 3agaBanncb BONPOCOM, KTO BUHOBAT B MPOM30LLEIIEM
Kpaxe rocynapcrea, B OCYLECTBNEHUN Hanbonee Tparmyeckoro u3 cLeHapreB pasBmTUs
cobbiTnii B 0cBOOOX AEHHOM OT Lapckoit Bnactn Poccuu. MNprHuMas Ha cBol cyeT
3Ha4YUTENbHYIO OO0 BUHbBI 32 Npovcwenwee, O4HOM N3 BaXHENWNX MPUYnH Tpareanm cTpaHsbl
pOoCCUNCKNE OgpumLIePbl HAXOOAUNN pa3pyLIEHNE apMUn.
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C 1917 r. o koHua 1980-x rr. B COBETCKOI NCTOPMOrpadonn poccuinckoe odpmLepcTBo
XapakTepu3oBanoch kak kpanHe peakumoHHas nonntmnyeckas cuna. OnoHako B nocnenHue
rogpl aTa OLEHKa NOLABEPrach CylWeCTBEHHOM KoppekTuposke. CeroaHs nayyeHve
poccuinckoro odomuepckoro kopnyca npogonxaetca. O6bekTUBHbIA aHanma npouecca
nepexofa ouLepoB OT NOYTWN MNOMHOW anoNUTUYHOCTM U, Kak CNeacTBue aToro, obuiei
NONNTMYECKON HErPaMOTHOCTM — K aKTUBHO MOE0N0rMYeCcKon No3nunn 1 gaxe BCTYNNEHNIO
Ha NyTb BOOPY>XEHHOW 60pbbbl 3a cBOM ybex aeHus, unm, HaobopoT, Kk abCONOTHON anaTun 1
HENPOTMBNEHMIO BNACTW, B 3HAYNTE/NbHOW MEPE OCHOBLIBAETCS HA U3YYEHUM apPXMBHbIX
NCTOYHMKOB.

deBpanbckas peBoNOLMS okasanacb HeoXuaaHHom ans ogouuepos. OgHAKo NOYTU BCE OHM
npuHAnW npucsiry BpemeHHoMy npaeutenbcTBy. B nepBble Heaenu nocne nobenb despans
MHOrMe KaapoBble odnuepbl U 0oULIEPbl BOEHHOrO BPEMEHU, COCTaBMBLUME K KOHLY MepBol
MUPOBOW BOWHbI aBCONOTHOE HONbWMHCTBO KOMAaHAHOIO COCTaBa apMun, MMTanu HageXxabl Ha
TO, 4YTO YCTaHOBNEHUE pecnybIMKAaHCKOro CTPOS MOCAYXWUT Ha NMonb3y U HApoay, Y apMuu, 1 B
LLe/IOM POCCUICKOMY rocynapcCTBy.

Bckope nocne despanbCckoi peBoniounmn apMms Hadana npespawarbcs B AUCKYCCUOHHbIN
kny6 6e30TBEeTCTBEHHbIX opaTopoB. OuLiepbl, BOCMUTAHHbIE B AyXe AUCLUMANHBI U
MOBMHOBEHUSA, HE MOT N HE UCNbITATb pasapaXXeHnsa oT paspacTalrolmnxcs B BONCKax
BOMHCTBYIOWEN Aemaroruun, npasgHocTy 1 Nyctocnosus. [pveenem BblAepXKy 13
xpaHsuwerocs B TAP® nHeBHMKa CTPOEBOro oouepa-nexoTnHua, OKOHYMBLIErO BONHY
MOSIKOBHWKOM W nognucasLwerocs namumanom «K.». B 3anucu ot 20 mapTta (2 anpens) 1917 r.
OH YKasbIBaeT: «BCO4Y OL4HN MATKHIU, BbIOOPbI, peyn, peyn 6e3 KoHua».

B Xu3Hb BOWCK Ha4yanu BTOPraTbCs ABNEHUS, UHULUNPOBAHHbIE «[prkasom Ne 1»
MeTporpanckoro coseta paboymx u CongaTckux AenyTaToB, MPOHMKILMMA M3 TbiNa rasetamu 1
nponaraHaucTamn, CTaTby U peyn KOTOPbIX FOBOPUN O KOHTPPEBOMIOLNOHHOCTY OChuLLepcTBa
— «MOMELLUNKOB», «BypxyeB». Odgomuepbl 6blNn NNWEHBI NPaB Ha OPYyXWe 1 BNacTu Hag,
MOYMHEHHbBIMU, OWYTWUAN NOAO3PUTENBHOCTL U BpaxaebHocTb conaat. Bee bonbwee
MOryLecTBO B apMuy nprobpeTtany co3naBaeMble BO BCEX YACTAX KOMUTETDI.
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MapeHno aBTopMTETa KOMaHAOBAHMS CNocobCTBOBaANa «PEBOMOLUMOHHAA YUCTKa» apMUN,
06 bsBNEeHHas BOEHHbIM MUHUCTPOM BpemeHHoro npasutenbctea A.U. N'yukoBbiM. KomuteTbl u
congaTckme cobpaHus WMPOKO BMELWMBANNCE B YNpaB/iEHNE BOACKAMK, CMeLlast HeyroaHbIX
KoMaHAanpoB. MonkoBHUK K. Bbin «0TCTpaHEH OT “3aHNMaeMOoi OONXKHOCTA > Mo
NOCTaHOBNEHMNIO KOMUTETA YacTn 26 mapTa (8 anpens) 1917 r. OH M3N0OXNN B AHEBHUKE
NPVYMHBLI CBOET0 YCTPaHEHUS CleayowmmM 06pa3oM: «X0TS S U He NPOSIBNSAN XECTOKOCTU, He
3aMeyeH B “KOHTPPEBO/IIOLUMOHHOM HACTPOEHMI”, Bbin 3a60TIMBLIM HAYa/IbHUKOM — TEM He
MEHee A NPUCNYXHUK CTapOro pexunma n uMero 3010T0e OpyXne 1 CANWKom “ganeko”
LEepXYCb OT HUXHUX YNHOB». HeCOMHEHHO, 60eBOI NONKOBHUK ObiN HEYrooeH
npencTaBMTeNnsaM PEeBONOLUMOHHOIO pagukann3Ma n3-3a aBToputera, KoTopbii UMen B
BOWCKax.

BecHon 1917 r. BpemeHHOe npaBuTenbCTBO MOJy4ano MHOMOYUCIEHHbIE NHOUBUAYAIbHbIE U
rpynnoBblie obpalleHns oT rpaxaaH. Takme nocnaHns COYMHSNNC U PPOHTOBLIMM
ochuuepamun. Habnopas 3a nesopraHvmsaunein apMmmm, NPOUCXOAsiLEei B caMblil pasrap
rpaHaMO3HON No MacwTabam 1 0XECTOUYEHNIO BONHBI, OHW HE MOT/IN HE MbITaTbCH
OCYyLWeCTBMTb BMEWATENbCTBO B X0 cobbITuiA. KOonusi 04HOro U3 Takmx NUCeM XpaHnTCs B
PIrA.
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