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Abstract

A significant part of Karamzin’s epistolary heritage remains inpublished. The Department of
Manuscripts of the Russian State Library (RGB) stores collections of letters of N. M. Karamzin
to his wife E. A. Karamzina (nee Kolyvanova). Only a few of them were published, and many
were abridged. Meanwhile, not only do they substantially complete the picture of the era, but
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also allow the reader portray the writer’s personality and mindset, hear his true voice.
“Correspondence of Nikolay Karamzin is without a doubt one of the most important parts of his
literary and academic heritage, a source of primary importance for studying the history of the
spiritual life of the Russian society in those four decades when its intellectual and social
development was vast and rapid. And yet you can hardly find another manuscript of such value
quite so overlooked by publishers and researchers,” noted V. E. Vatsuro. Letters to his wife
from 1812 occupy a special place in the epistolary heritage of Karamzin. They reflect his desire
to understand the historical mission of Russia, the good and the evil in inter-personal and
inter-state relations. The letters of Karamzin reflect the depth and ardor of his feelings, his faith
in God, his attitude towards his wife and children and towards himself. The publication presents
6 letters: 2 letters dated February 25, 1812, addressed from Tver (where the historian stayed on
invitation of the Grand Duchess Catherine Pavlovna) to Moscow and 4 letters (dated August 17,
21, 23 and 25) from Moscow to Yaroslavl, where Ekaterina Andreevna travelled with the
children. Letters from Moscow written just before Napoleon entering the city are a live report
from the scene, and they express Karamzin’s deepest anxiety for the fate of his country and of
his family and his boundless love for them. The letters allow chronicle Karamzin’s life in that
terrible year for Russia, recreate a certain stage of his spiritual biography and trace some
changes in his historic vision.

AHHOTaUMS

3HauMTenNbHas YacTb KapaMm3MHCKOro aNUCTONSIPHOrO Hacneams ewe He nspgaHa. B otoene
pykonucei PI'B xpaHatcs nonbopku nucem H.M. KapamauHa k xeHe E.A. KapamauHoii
(ypox 4. KonbiBaHoBOW). Jlnwb OTAENbHbIE N3 HUX OblN ONYyBNNKOBaHbI, MPUYEM HEPEOKO — C
cokpaueHnsMu. Mexay TeM OHU He TONbKO CYWeECTBEHHO OOMONMHAOT KAPTUHY 3MOXM, HO U
MO3BONAIOT XMNBEE NPencTaBnTb IMYHOCTb Y MMPOBO33PEHMNE NCaTENS, YCNblwaTh ero
NOANMHHBIA ronoc. «lMepenncka Hukonas Muxaiinosuya KapamauHa sisnsietcsi, 6€3 COMHeHwUs,
OLHOWM N3 BaXHENINX YacTelh ero NMTepaTypHoro n Hay4yHoro Hacnenms n nepBoCTEneHHbIM
MO BaXXHOCTW MCTOYHUKOM MO NCTOPUN OYXOBHOM XU3HW Pycckoro obuwectsa Ha NPOTSXeHUN
yeTblpex OecATUIETUA ero CTPEMUTENbHOIO UHTENNEKTYanbHOro U coumnanbHOro passuTusS.
Mexay Tem Mbl eBa N Hakaem LpYroi NaMsaTHUK NoA0BHOro Xe 3HavyeHus, KOTopblii 6bin Obl
L0 TaKo cTeneHyn obonaeH N3naTenbCkUM 1 UCCNeaoBaTENbCKUM BHUMaHNEM» — OTMeYan
B.9. Bauypo.lMucbma 1812 1. k X eHe 3aH1MatoT 0coboe MeCTo B KApPaM3MHCKOM 3MUCTONSIPUMN.
B HMX Hawwno BbipaxXeHne CTpeMneHne NoHATbL NCTOPMYECKYIO MUCCUIO Poccun, OCMbICIUTb
npobnemy nobpa v 31a B MEXIMYHOCTHBIX U MEXTOCYAapCTBEHHbIX OTHOWEHMSX. B nucbmax
KapamauHa oTpasmnncb rnybrHa n nnameHHOCTb ero 4yBCTB, Bepa B bora, ero oTHoweHne K
cynpyre un getam, kK camomy cebe. B nybnukauum npeactaBneHbl 6 nuceM: 2 nucbMa ot 25
doespans 1812 r. us Teepu, roe ncropuorpad Haxoauncs no NPUrnaweHnto BENNKON KHAMMHN
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EkatepwvHbl [1aBnosHbl, B MockBy 1 4 nucbma o1 17, 21, 23 n 25 asrycta n3 Mocksbl B
Apocnasnb, Kyaa Bblexana ¢ netbmu EkatepmnHa AHgpeesHa. lNucbma n3 Mocksbl nepen
BCTYNneHneMm B Hee HanoneoHa npeactasnstoT coboit akTyanbHblA penoptax ¢ Mecta
COObITUIA, HO COYeTaloTCS NPK 3TOM C BblipaXkeHneM rnybovaiiuer Tpesoru 3a cyabby cBoero
OoTe4YecTBa 1 CBOEI ceMbi, C YyBCTBOM BecnpenenbHoli nobeu K HUM. MNucbma gatoT
BO3MOXHOCTb BOCCTAHOBUTb XPOHWKY XM3HN Kapam3auHa B rpo3Hbiin ang Poccum rog,
BOCCO30aTb ONpeaeneHHblid 3Tan ero OyxXoBHow 6uorpadoum, NpocneanTb U3MEHEHNs B
NCTOPUYECKON KOHLIeNUUH.
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WccnepoBaHue nutepaTypbl HENOBEYECKOrO AOKYMEHTA CTaNo OAHUM U3 3aMeTHbIX
HanpaB/eHWiA B COBPEMEHHOI r'yMaHUTapHO Hayke. HecMoTps Ha cylecTByowme
Xy[00XECTBEHHO-IOKYMeHTanbHble 6uorpadumn H.M. KapamaunHa, noanvMHHas ero MMYHoCTb
ycKonb3aeT OT onpefneneHns, TeMm 6onee 4To UccnenoBaTensMm Lo cux nop He 6binu
MCNoNb30BaHbl HeM3aaHHble nNMcbMa KapamauHa un gpyrue cBs3aHHbIe C HUM apXUBHbIE
matepuanbl. VIdyyeHre kapaM3nHCKOro anmncTonsipuns No3BONSET BbISIBUTb Liebli nnacTt
HeunsoaHHbIX nMceM KapamanHa K pa3HbiM agpecaTtam. bes yyeTta Bcero coxpaHmBLierocs
Kopnyca niceM HeBo3MoxHa bonee MM MeHee NonHas XxapakTepucTuka ero MMYHOCTH,
cospaHue ero 6rorpadnm, NTOroBble CyXAEHNS U OKOHYaTeNbHble BbiBoAbl. ObpalieHune K
Hen3naHHbIM NCbMaM BbISIBNSIET HEU3BECTHbIE (haKThbl ero buorpacoun, obHapyxXmBaeT HOBbIE
rpaHun ero NHANBNIOYanbHOCTMU.

B otnene pykonuceii PI'B xpaHsitcs nogbopku nucem H.M. KapamaunHa k xeHe E.A.
KapamanHoii (ypoxa. KonbiBaHoBO#). Jluwb oTAENbHbIE N3 HMX BbiN 0Ny6NMKOBaHbI, MPUYEM
Hepeako — ¢ cokpaleHnsamMn. Mexay TeM OHM He TONbKO CNOCOBCTBYIOT CO3A4aHNI0 KAPTUHBI
3M0XK1, HO 1 NO3BONSIOT XUBEe NPeacTaBuTb INYHOCTb N MUPOBO33PEHME NUcaTens,
yCnblwaTtb ero NoAMNHHbIA ronoc.

Mucbma 1812 r. 3aHMMaOT 0co60e MECTO B KApPaM3UHCKOM anncTonsipun. B HMX Hawno
BblpaXkeHMe CTPEMEHME NOHATb NCTOPMYECKYto Muccuio Poccun, ocMbicnnte npobnemy
nobpa 1 3na B MEXJINYHOCTHBIX 1 MEXTOCYAAPCTBEHHbIX OTHOWEHUSIX, 0Tpa3unnch rnybvHa u
nnameHHocTb 4yBcTB KapamaunHa, sepa B bora, ero oTHOWeHMe K cynpyre n 4eTsMm, K camoMy
cebe.

B dbeBpane KapamsunH Haxoomntcsa B TBepu No NpurnaweHno BeNnMkKon KHArmMHn ExatepuHbl
[MaBnoBHbl. 3a rod [0 3TOro Mo ee MHUUMaTmMee OH NOAroToBUA ANa nMnepaTopa 3anncky «O
LpeBHeN 1 HOBOW Poccun», roe noasepr KpUTUKE PyCCKUX Lapei 1 Bbi3Ban HEYL0BObCTBUE
AnekcaHgpa |. Ho tenepb KapamaunH 6bin 6onee 03aboyeH pasnykoi ¢ cambiM JOPOrv U
611M3KMM YENOBEKOM — XeHol EkaTepuHoi AHOPEeEBHOM.

N3 Teepu KapamauH nuweT cynpyre noapsn Asa nucbMa, He 6yaoyyn yBepeH, 4To nepeoe
6naronony4yHo OOCTUrHET agpecaTa. 9Ty NCbMa ele He Nonanu B KPyr 3peHns
nccneposatenei. B cpespane 1812 r. npeboiaHne KapamanHa B TBepu, Bonpeku
06bIKHOBEHWIO, BbIN0 6€3pPafoCTHBLIM, OMPAYEHHbBIM PACCTaBaHNEM C NIOOMMON XEHON, TAXENO
nepeHocuBLEeR 6epeMeHHOCTb. Y CTPEMIEHHDBI BCEMU MbIC/ISIMUA 1 YYBCTBaMM K Cynpyre u
NeTsM, OH NUIIET B OOWH AeHb OBa NUCbMa W HALEeTCs B CKOPOM BPEMEHM BEPHYTbCH, T.K. €ro
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BU3NT NpUWeNcs He BOBPeMsi: cynpyr EkaTtepuHbl MaBnoBHbl - repuor OnbaeHbyprckuii,
LONXeH 6bin exatb No aenam B MeTepbypr, a nx ManeHbKuii cbiH 6bin 6oneH.

B HacToswen nybnukauum npeactaeneHsl 6 nucem H.M. KapamauHa: 2 nucema ot 25
doespansa 1812 r. us Teepu B MockBy u 4 nucbma ot 17, 21, 23 n 25 aerycta n3 MockBbl B
Apocnasnb, Kyna Bblexana ¢ netbMun EkatepnHa AHgpeesHa. OTpbIBKU U3 NUCEM OT 26, 27,
29, 30 n 31 aBrycta 1812 r. 6binm Hane4ataHbl M.I1. MoroanHbIM.

lNMncbma KapamauHa, nocnaHHblie 3 MockBbl nepen BCTyrnneHnem B Hee HanoneoHa (aBsrycr
1812 r.), npencraBnaoT cobol akTyanbHbIi penopTax ¢ Mecta CobbITUIA, HO COYETaKTCS NpPW
3TOM C BblpaxeHueMm rnyboyariwei Tpesoru 3a cyapby CBOEro oteyecTsa v CBOE CeMbM, C
4yBCTBOM BecnpenenbHoi nobsum kK HUM. 1 ceHTabps KapamauH noknHyn MockBy 1 Bbiexan B
Apocnasnb, OTKyOa BMECTe C CeMbei oTnpaeuncsa 3atem B HuxHmnin Hoeropoga.

[Mncbma patoT BO3MOXHOCTb BOCCTAHOBUTL XPOHUKY XMN3HM KapaManHa B rpo3Hbli Ons
Poccun ron, no3BonstoT Bocco3naTtbh OnpeaeeHHblil aTan ero oyxXoBHow buorpadomm,
npocneanTb N3MEHEHNS B €ro MCTOPUYECKON KOHLENUNN. J1TaKOHMYHbIA 1 MakCUManbHO
NHCOPMATUBHBIN CTUNb M3NOXEHUS (dhakTbl TOBOPST caMu 3a cebsl) coyeTaeTcs ¢
MONINTBEHHbIM obpalleHnem K bory n npnsHaHuem Ero Bonn B ncxone coboituid. ictopumk
ycmatpuean B peanbHoM 6biTum npucyTcTBue boxecteeHHoro MNpomeicna. Nocnenosaswee
n3basneHune Poccum o1 HanoneoHa npeactasnsnacb KapamauHy nokasatenbCTBOM ObiTUS
Boxwus, okoH4YaTenbHo Nnobeno nobpa Han 3/10M.
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You can read completely article in the russian historic-archival magazine “The Herald of
an Archivist”. Read more about terms of subscription here .
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