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In this article the author argues that much of the previously published data on the life of
Metropolitan Arseny and his place in Russian history has no documentary proof. After serious
archival research, the author has revealed a representative complex of documents stored in the
state archives of the Russian Federation containing information on the life of Arseny
(Matseevich, 1697-1772). In this article the author defines structure and content of the
documents and sets forth the results of their critical analysis. Source studies approach and
comparative analysis of documentary and published data allows reconstruct unknown pages in
the life of Metropolitan Arseny in the context of historically significant events of the era and
show his historical role. The article concludes that numerous documents stored in the Russian
archives not only provide data on the biography of Metropolitan Arseny Matseevich, but also
prove that Western absolutism, which was brought to the Russian soil by Peter the Great under
the guise of state reforms, launched a full-fledged persecution of the Russian Orthodox Church.
Of some interest is the methodological approach of the author to establishing reliability of data
on the life of Metropolitan Arseny as presented in historical and theological literature. After a
rigorous analysis of the reference apparatus of previously published works, the author has
established that some data on the Metropolitan’s life has no base in authenticated documentary
sources. At the same time, there are many archival documents on the life of the Metropolitan,
which have not yet been introduced into scientific use. This article continues the author’s work
on the subject: an article "The Martyr Arseny (Matseevich), Metropolitan of Rostov: A Corpus of
Written Sources" has been recently published in the "Herald of an archivist" magazine (no. 1,
2016).

AHHOTaUMS

B cTtatbe aBTOp nokasarn, YTo MHOrve CBefleHs 0 XU3HU MuTpononuTa ApceHns n ero ponu B
ncrtopun Poccun, paHee onybnmkoBaHHbIE, HE UMENN AOKYMEHTANbHOrO NOATBEPX AEHNS.
[MpoBensi cepbe3Hble apxXUBHbIE N3bICKAHWS, aBTOP BbISIBU penpe3eHTaTUBHbIA KOMMNEKC
NOKYMEHTOB, XpPaHSLWMNXCA B rocy0apCTBEHHbIX apxmsax Poccuiickon ®epepaunn,
cogepxauwmx ceeneHms o xusHm ApceHusa (Maueesuya, 1697—1772). ABTOp packpbiBaeT ux
COCTaB U cofepkaHne, 3HaKOMUT C pe3y/ibTatamu UX KpUTUYECKOro aHanmaa.
VicTo4yHnkoBegUYeCcknin Noaxon K U3y4eHuno N CPaBHUTENbHbIA aHann3 OKYMEHTabHbIX
LAHHbIX C ONy6NMKOBaHHbIMU CBEAEHUSMI NO3BOIMA aBTOPY BOCCO34aTbh HEU3BECTHbIE
CTpaHWLbl XN3HN MUTPONOAMTa APCEHNS B KOHTEKCTE UCTOPMYECKMN 3HAYMMBIX CODbITUIA
3Moxu, NokasaTtb UCTOPUYECKYIO POSib ero nmyHocTn. ChopmynmpoBaH BbIBOA O TOM, 4YTO
MHOTOYMCNIEHHbIE OKYMEHTbI, XPaHAWMECS B POCCUNCKUX apXuBax, He TONbKO SIBNSOTCS
NCTOYHMKAMU K XMN3HEeoNncaHuo mutpononnta ApceHus Maueesuya, Ho 1 ybeanTensHo
CBMIETENbCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO 3anafHblii abCONOTU3M, MPUBHECEHHDIA HA PYCCKYIO MOYBY
MeTpom | non BuAOoOM rocyaapcCTBeHHbIX pedopM, dpakTUYeCcKn pasBepHyn HacTosWee roHeHne
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Ha Pycckyto lNpasocnasHyto Llepkosb. VIHTepec npencrasnsgeT Metognyeckuin nogxon astropa
K yCTaHOBNEHWIO OOCTOBEPHOCTU CBEAEHUIA O XU3HU MUTpononnuta ApceHus,
npefcTaBeHHbIX B UICTOPMYECKOI 1 Borocnoeckoin nutepatype. MNpoBens ckpynynesHbii
aHanu3 CCbINOYHOro annapara B paHee onybnmMkoBaHHbIX TPyAaX, aBTOP YCTAHOBWA, YTO pag
CBeLleHUI O XN3HN MATPOMNONNTA HE OCHOBAH Ha AOKYMEHTaNbHO yAOCTOBEPEHHbIX
MCTOYHUKAx. B TO Xe BpeMsi MHOrMe apxmBHblE OKYMEHTbI O XU3HU MUTPOMNONNTA He
BBEAEHbI B HAay4YHbIi 060poT. CTaThs SBASETCS NPOAONXEHMEM paboThl aBTopa
«CBsweHHoMy4YeHnK ApcerHnin (Maueesuny), Mutpononut Poctoeckuin: Kopnyc nuCbMeHHbIX
NCTOYHMKOB>», paHee onybnMKoBaHHOM B XypHane «BecTHuk apxusucta» (Ne 1, 2016).
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PaboTa no BbISIBNEHUIO NCTOYHMKOB, XPaHALWMXCS B FOCYAapCTBEHHbIX apxusax Poccuiickoi
depepaumnn, cogepxalnx CBEAEHNS 0 XU3HeOeATeNbHOCTN MUTpononnTa ApceHns
(MaueeBunya, 1697—1772), 6bina ocylwecTBeHa No nHMumaTuBe pykosoamtens paboyei
rpynnbl npy MOCKOBCKOM KOMUCCUM MO KAHOHU3aLUMK CBATbIX UrymMeHa [lamackuHa
(Opnoeckoro) B 2001-2005 rr. B Lensix coctaBneHns noapobHOro NoKyMeHTanbHo
yOOCTOBEPEHHOr0 XN3HeonncaHusa MMTpononuTa.

HeobxoanmocTb B Takoi paboTe Obina BbldaBaHa TEM, 4TO XUTUE, NOArOTOBEHHOE paHee K
cobopy 2000 r., 66110 COCTABNEHO TOMBKO HA OCHOBE OMNy6HIMKOBAHHbBIX MCTOYHUKOB U
nuTepartypbl 6e3 NpUBNeYEHNs apxnBHbIX MCTOYHNKOB. TpeboBanock nposectn 6onee
obcToaTenbHoe nccnenosaHue npobnembl. Okasanochb, HTO AOCTATOYHO NOJIHOE U3blCKaHMe
CBEOEeHNA 0 XM3HW MuTpononutTa ApceHns B apxmeax 40 PEBOSIOLMM UCTOPUKAMU He
NpoBOAMNOCh. VIX MPOCTO He ycnenu npoBeCTU, MOCKONbKY OOCTYN K apXvBaM B KaKOW-TO Mepe
6bln OTKPBLIT NMWb B X04e pedhopm AnekcaHapa Il. Mocne pesonouumn aTmM BONPOCOM Boobwe
HWKTO He 3aHumancst no 2001 r., koraa Bbiwna B cBeT paboTta enuckona Juomuaa. K
coXXaneHuto, B ero KHure pabora ¢ CToOYHUKaMu 6bina npogenaHa He BNosHe
yOOBNEeTBOPUTENBHO. B TEKCTE HET CCbINOK HA UCTOYHUKN, KOTOPbIE NEPEYUCTIEHBI CTMCKOM
6e3 NpuBSA3KN K KOHKPETHBLIM CBEAEHUSM, YTO KpariHe 3aTpyaHAeT fanbHelwee Hay4yHoe
ncnonb3oBaHne coobuwaembix pakToB. bonee AByx AECATKOB CCbINOK 3TOrO CMMCKa,
oKasanucb, Kak nokasano udyyeHue, ownboYHbIMA: fen ¢ Takmmm wudppamm nnbo Boobuie
HeT, NMbo B fenax HeT Takux CTpaHuL, MO OHW HE MMEIOT HUKaKOro OTHOLWEHUS K Bnaablke
ApceHuio.

Kpome Toro, B LOPEBONIOLMOHHOW NnTepaTtype o Bnaabike APCEHUN Mbl BCTPEYAEM TaKoii
pa3bpoc OLEHOK ero AesaTeNbHOCTH, B TOM YMC/E U IPKO HEraTUBHbIX, 4TO HE0HX0AMMO BblNo
BBISICHUTb — SIBASIOTCS /1N 9TV OLEHKW CNeACTBMEM NULb HELLIEPKOBHOCTU psiaa UCTOPUKOB,
W OHW NOAKPENEHbl KakMMU-Nnbo goakTamu.

YunTbiBas BblleckasaHHoe, 3aa4m Hawer paboTbl Obinn cOopMyIMPOBaHbI Cleayowmm
06pa3oM: BbISIBUTb MakCMManbHOE KONMMYECTBO NCTOYHMKOB A/151 COCTABIEHNS XU3HEONUCAHNS
MUTPONonnTa APCEHUs], Kak y>Xe U3BECTHbIX MO NCTOPUYECKOW NnTepaType, Tak 1
HEeN3BECTHbIX; NOATBEPAUTb U ONPOBEPrHYTb hakThbl, BCTPEYaeMble B nntepatype 6e3
TOYHOW CCbIZIKM HA UCTOYHUK; aTb TOYHbIE CChINKM MO 3TUM dpakTaM; NPOBEPUTb BCE
NOPEBONMIOLMOHHbBIE CCbINKN HA apXMBbl; AaTb COBPEMEHHbIE aPXMBHbIE CChINKM 3TUX
LNOKYMEHTOB; NPOBEPUTb CChINIKM BbilleykasaHHo nybnvkaumm ennckona Juommaa.

MeTon paboTbl 6611 BoibpaH BNOMHE TPaaULMOHHbIA: ONpenenvB C NCMONb30BaHNEM
nyTeBOAMTENEN roCy[apCTBEHHbBIE apXUBbl, POHIbI M AOKYMEHTbI KOTOPbIX MOANEXANM
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nccnegoBaHuio, MPOBECTU HEMOCPEACTBEHHO B 9TUX apXMBax U3y4YeHne onuncen Tex
poHpoobpasoBaTeneit, KOTopble MO N UMETb OTHOLWeEHMe K nctopun PIIL nsyyaemoro
nepvoaa, NosMCTHO NPOCMOTPETL fena, KoTopble MPeanonoXnTeNbHO MOT M 3akoYaTb
CBeLleHVs, MetoLlme OTHOLWEHNE K cyabbe MuTpononntTa ApceHusi, a Takxe NPOCMOTPETb BCe
oena u OOKYMEHTbI, Ha KOTOpbIe BCTPEYatloTCs CChINIKU B NUTepaTtype, 0TCeATb NULLIHEE,
onpeaennTb NUCTbI ANS KONMMPOBaHWS.

Bbino yctaHoBNEHO, YTO AOKYMEHTbI, UMeoLLVE OTHOLWEHME K cyabbe MuTpononuta ApceHns
BCTPEYaTCS BO MHOTUX apXMBHbIX cOBpaHnsax. OHako 60MbWMHCTBO U3 HUX COCPEAO0TOYEHbI
B PTAOA n PTUA.

B PIF'ALLA npv npocMoTpe NyTeBOAMTENS NepBoHaYanbHO 6110 0TobpaHo 29 ooHOOB, a
3aTteM npu NpocMoTpe onncen aTux ooHO0B BbiABNEeHO 36 nen n3 12 poHLOB apxmea,
KOTOPbIE MOr I UMETb OTHOWEHNS K XW3HU MuTpononuta Apcerus. o o6bemy aena bbinum ot
HECKO/bKMX CTPaHWL, A0 HECKONbKUX ThiCSY NIMCTOB, Kak, Hanpumep, bymaru n goknaasl no
CuHogzy v no Konnerun akoHomun. B KOHUE KOHUOB, Ans KonupoBaHus 6bino otobpaHo 20 aen
1n3 9 ooHO0B apxmBea.

B pamkax ctatbu npmBenem 0630p OCHOBHbIX? Hanbonee NCTOPUYECKN BaXHbIX (POHLOB U
LNOKYMEHTOB, XPaHSLLMXCS B 3TOM apxvMBe O MUTPONONUTE ApceHuu.

Bo-nepsbix, 310 dooHA N2 6 «YronoBHble fena no rocy4apCTBEHHbIM NPECTYNNEHUAM», rae
XpaHUTCS BTOPOE CNeACTBEHHOE OeNo MUTpornonuTa ApceHuns, N3BeCTHOE CTOPUKaM elle co
BTOpOM nonosuHbl XIX B. BTopoe neno Hag Bnaabikon, B OTIMYME OT MNEPBOro, BENOCb He
CunHoOM, a 06bl4HBIMKM CNeACTBEHHBIMU OpraHamu Toi anoxu. PykoBoanna npoLeccoM cama
nmnepatpuua ExkatepuHa Il n reHepanbHbIi NPOKYpop KHA3b Bsasemckuii. [onpockl Ben
npokypop B.B. HapblwkuH. Tlo6onbiTHO, 4TO COCTaB AOKYMEHTOB B e/le O4EHb MOX0X Ha
CNefCTBEHHbIE fena HOBOMYYEHUKOB XX Beka: Te Xe OOHOCHI; NPOTOKObl fOMNPOCOB
cBuaeTenein n 06BUHAEMOro; NPOTOKObI OYHbIX CTABOK; NEpenncka CneacTBeHHbIX OpraHoB;
nepenucka Bnagbikn ApceHns, n3baTas y Hero; Onucb ero NNYHbIX Belwen, KOHPUCKOBAHHbIX
CNencTBUEM; MPUrOBOP M AOKYMEHTbl 06 ero ncnonHeHun. Bnactu npuoanu neny xapaktep
NONNTMYECKOro npouecca. VIMm 6bino He BaXHO, B YEM KOHKPETHO 0BBMHNTbL HEMOKOPHOIO
MUTPOMONNTA, OHW CTPEMUIIUCH K €r0 MOBTOPHOMY OCYXOEHUIO 1 YCTPOXEHUIO €ro 3aTo4EeHUS.
B pesynbtate cneactsms mutpononut 6bin nepeseneH n3 Hukono-KopenbCckoro MoHacThIps B
CTpallHbIn PeBenbckuii kasemar, rae n CKoOH4ancs nocne YeTbipexneTHero 3aknoveHus. Bo
BPEMs CneAcTBUS apXxvMaHapuT AHTOHWIA 1 gpyrue cBMOeTenu noL HaXXMom cnegosarenei
NPOSBUAM Manodywve n Hadanu orosapmeaTthb y3Huka. A MUTpononut ApCeHuii He TONbKO He
COrnacuncs HU C 04HUM OOBMHEHMEM, HO €LLE 1 AaBasn HPaBOYYEHNS NPOKYpPopy HapbIwKuHy,
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yem goBen ero no beweHcTtea. ObpawaeT Ha cebst BHUMaHWE MHTEPEC, C KOTOPbIM
nmnepatpuua ExatepuHa cneauna 3a cyabboii Bnanbiku ApceHust. [1o camoii cMepTy
MUTPOMONNTA, pa3 B MecsLl, KOMEHAAHT KPENOCTM OTNPaBNsiN KHA3t0 BssemMckoMy panopT, B
KOTOPOM HEM3MEHHO co0bwWar, YTO «M3BECTHbI apecTaHT ... BeaeT cebst TUX0».

B cdooHpe Ne 7 PITALA «[peobpaxeHckuin npukas, TaiHas kaHuenapus n TainHas
akcneamums» xpaHutca geno ob apxmmaHopute HoBoTopxckoro bopucornebekoro
MoHacTbips PeodomnakTe, KOTOPbIV OblN NNIWEH CaHa 1 COCNaH, TONbKO 3a TO, YTO pacckasan
4y[Oo, npouclueguee BCKOpe Nocne MONNTBbl OOHOro AuakoHa y mMouwen ceT. dumnutpus B
PocTtose. EMy BO cHe saBMncs Mutpononut OduMutpuii n ckasan: «HTo Tbl NpOCULLb Y MEHS
oaHoro obneryeHns? 3Haewb N1 Tbl, 4TO Yy BaC €CTb YrOAHWK HECPaBHEHHO bonee MeHs B
XWBbIX Ha 3eMfe — MUTPONoNuT ApceHnin»?

Nmnepatpuua EkatepuHa |l cBoemy npurosopy npvaana BuL CMaryeHuns, kak bbl 0TkasbliBasich
OT HOMOMHUTENbHOW 0TAa4YM MUTPONonnTa ApceHusi cyay yronoBHo-nonmTnydeckomy. Ee
pesonouns oT 4 anpens 3By4ana Tak: «[1o CeHTeHUMM cei caH MUTPOMONMTa U CBSILLEHCTBA
CHSITb, @ €C/V NpaBuna CBSATbIe 1 APYrue LEePKOBHbIE y3aKOHEHWUS AO3BONSIOT, TO ANS
ynobHelwero nokasiHnst NPecTynHMKY, No CTAPOCTH ero NeT, MOHAWeCTBa TONbKO YMH
OCTaBMWTb, OT rPaXxdaHCKOro Xe cyna 1 UCTS3aHMs Mbl, Mo 4eNoBEKONobuto, ero

ocBobox aaeMm, nosenesas Hawemy CrHoy nocnatb ero B 0TAaNeHHbIA MOHACTbIPb MOA4
CMOTPEHMEe pa3yMHOro HavasbHVKa C TakUM onpeneneHneM, YTobbl TaMm HEBO3MOXHO Bbino
eMy pasBpallaTb HU MUCbMEHHO, H CNOBECHO CNabbix U MPOCTbIX NOAENR».

Mpurosop 6bin UCNONHEH B TOYHOCTW, MUTPONOANT ApCceHunin Obin NNLLEH cCaHa 1 COCNaH B
Kopenbcknin Hnkonbcknin MOHacTbipb nog ApxaHrenbck.

OctaeTcsa nobaBnTb, YTO NOC/Ee MMNepaTopcKoro ykasa 1764 roga Bce LEPKOBHbIE
yypeXxOeHns yCTPaHaIUCh OT yrpaBneHns LepkOBHbIM MMYLLECTBOM, N BCE OOXOMbl OT HEro
nocTynanu B rocy0apCTBEHHYIO Ka3Hy, a apxuepernckme kadpenpbl, MOHACTbIPU U NPUXOACKUE
LLePKBY NEPEBOAUNNCH HA rOCYNAPCTBEHHOE coaepXaHne. Pasmax atoro orpabnenns Liepksu
XOPOLO UNIOCTPUPYIOT cnenyowmne undpbl: K 1783 rogy [40X0M4, NONYHYEHHbIA ¢ OblBLIMX
LLEPKOBHbIX MMEHWIA, cOCTaBMN 4 MNH pybnei, a Ha Hy>xabl LilepkBu rocynapcTBo accMrHoBano
nvwb 1/8 aToih cyMMbl. OCOBEHHO CMNBHO 3TK PECPOPMbI yAAPWAN MO MOHACTBIPSIM, 2/3 U3 HKX
MNPOCTO ObINN 3aKPbITHI.

Takunm o6pa30M, MHOIro4ncneHHble JOKYMEHTbI, XpaHAWNeCH B pOCCI/IVICKI/IX apxmseax, He
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TONIbKO SIBNSIKOTCS UICTOYHMKAMM K XM3HeonuncaHuo mutpononuta ApceHms Maueesuya, HO 1
ybeonTenbHoO CBUAETENbCTBYIOT O TOM, HTO 3anafHblii abCONOTN3M, NPUBHECEHHbIA Ha
pycckyto noysy NeTpom | noa BMAOOM rocynapCTBEHHbIX PECPOPM, DaKTUYECKN Pa3BEPHY N
camoe HacTosee roHeHme Ha Pycckyto MNpasocnasHyto LiepkoBb.
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