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Abstract

The article analyses documents from the State Archive of the Contemporary History of the
Smolensk Region concerning revolutionary events in Smolensk in 1917, particularly memoirs of
the participants written in 1927 and 1957. Memoirs’ assessment of some facts is ideologically
tinged, they tend to exaggerate the role of the Bolshevik party. There are a few memoirs about
the February revolution in State Archive of the Contemporary History of the Smolensk Region,
among them memoirs of N.G. Burkin, a participant of the events, who in 1920s was secretary of
the department for studying history of the communist party. The October revolution of 1917 is
described in numerous memoirs. Many were collected in 1927, when the 10th anniversary of
the Revolution was celebrated. Soviet historians mostly studied and published Bolsheviks’
memoirs, while memoirs of other parties’ members remained unnoticed. One of these is
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memoirs of S.E. Galperin, leader of the Smolensk Mensheviks and head of the town Soviet of
Workers’ and Soldiers’ deputies. He took an active part in the revolutionary events; his memoirs
note confusion of the Smolensk Bolsheviks when they first learned of the October take-over. It
is difficult to study history drawing on memoirs alone, as every participant and eye-witness has
their own agenda. But memoirs are also quite absorbing, as they convey emotions and moods
of the citizens, participants and happenstance witnesses of the events. The article also studies
transition of power from the Socialist Revolutionaries and Mensheviks to the Bolsheviks drawing
on partially preserved issues of the local newspaper “Smolenskii vestnik.”

Download the article: tarasenkova doi

Keywords

Revolution of 1917, Smolensk, archival documents, participants’ memoirs, political conflict.

References

IL'YUKHOQOV, A. A. Revolyutsiya 1917 goda na Smolenshchine: khronika sobytii [The 1917
revolution in the Smolensk land: Chronicle of the events. In Russ.]. Smolensk, Smyadyn' publ.,
2007, 333 p.

SIKORSKII, E.A. Bol'sheviki i Sovety: ehvolyutsiya vzaimootnoshenii (mart 1917 g. — dekabr’

2/4


http://www.vestarchive.ru/images/stories/tarasenkova_doi.pdf

Documents on Revolutionary Events of 1917 in the State Archive of the Contemporary History of the Smol

1920 g.) [The Bolsheviks and the Soviets: Evolution of mutual relationship (March 1917 —
December 1920). In Russ.]. IN: Provintsial'naya vlast': sistema i ee predstaviteli, 1917-1938 gg.
[Provincial authorities: System and its representatives, 1917-1938. In Russ.]. Smolensk, SGU
publ., 2005, 352 p.

KHIKI, M. Gorod Smolensk v 1917 godu: revolyutsiya kak politicheskii protsess, voprosy i
istochniki [Smolensk in 1917: Revolution as a political process, questions and sources. In
Russ.]. IN: Stalinizm v rossiiskoj provintsii: smolenskie arkhivnye dokumenty v prochtenii
zarubezhnykh i rossiiskikh istorikov [Stalinism in a Russian province: Smolensk archival
documents in foreign and Russian historians interpretation. In Russ.]. Smolensk, SGPU publ.,
1999, 309 p.

About author

Tarasenkova Tatiana lvanovna, PhD in History, State Archive of the Contemporary History of
the Smolensk Region, director, Smolensk, Russian Federation, +7-920-660-72-65,
tata-tarasenkova@yandex.ru

Submitted 30.03.2017, published:

TARASENKOVA, T. |. Dokumenty o revolyutsionnykh sobytiyakh 1917 g. v Gosudarstvennom
arkhive noveishei istorii Smolenskoi oblasti [Documents on revolutionary events of 1917 in the
State Archive of the Contemporary History of the Smolensk Region. In Russ.]. IN: Vestnik
arhivista — Herald of an Archivist, 2017, no. 3, pp. 63-73.

3/4



Documents on Revolutionary Events of 1917 in the State Archive of the Contemporary History of the Smol

You can read completely article in the russian historic-archival magazine “The Herald of
an Archivist”. Read more about terms of subscription here .
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