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Abstract

The article is devoted to study and analysis of scientific works of M. V. Larin, who for more than
23 years directed the All-Russian Archival Science and Records Management Research
Institute (VNIIDAD). The article reviews his earliest works on departmental agencies activities
for improving state administration and records keeping in 1920s. This work, based on the study
of archival documents (reports of the orgburos), concludes that a positive economic effect of
improving state administration as a result of rationalization of records keeping is achievable, if
supported nationwide. Later M.V. Larin addressed various aspects of document science and
organization of paper work, yet always focusing on possible improvements by means of modern
technologies. He studied researching and designing document support of management systems
based on mechanization and automation of administrative work in 1980s. Later M. V. Larin
analyzed methodology of information management and its applicability to paper work, which
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allowed introduction of records management in organizations. This research translated into M.
V. Larin’s doctoral thesis and his monograph “Records management in organizations.” After the
advent of e-documents M. V. Larin was among the first, who studied introducing electronic
document flow and organizing e-documents storage in Russia and abroad. A number of now
generally accepted principles for working with electronic documents in management were
formulated then. At all times, when addressing improvement of paperwork management by
means of recent developments in information technologies, M. V. Larin maintained that state
regulation of records management, which provides a common information space for
administrative system, is necessary.
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