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Abstract

In a stand-alone fond ‘Astrakhan Gubernia Gendarmerie Department’ from the State Archive of
the Astrakhan Region, there are several files concerning the history of the Muslim social
movement in the Astrakhan gubernia in the period between the two Russian revolutions.
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According to statistical data, in 1900s Astrakhan ranked second in Tatar population, falling short
only of Kazan. Then and there, as in other places, institutionalization and activation of the
Muslim social movement was underway. But the Astrakhan Muslim community had several
specific features due to its history. First of all, it was multinational. The cosmopolitan Muslim
community, the mahalla, had its own nature, and that left its imprint on the social movement in
the region. The gendarmerie agent took interest in all aspects of Muslims social activity in the
region: cultural and educational organizations, secular education, periodicals. The gendarmerie
materials described personalities and activities of prominent Muslim figures of the early 20th
century, not just of the regional, but also of the all-Russian scale. The uniqueness of the
document is in its information potential for studying the Tatar and Muslim national movement in
the Russian Empire, its impact on the life style of the ethno-confessional enclave of the
Astrakhan Muslims, and history of its relations with gendarmerie. The author examines factors
that contributed to the creation of the document, analyzes historical facts and reliability of
information on different subjects, provides some interesting information on the Astrakhan
Muslim social movement of the early 20th century, its leaders, etc.

Download the article: imasheva_doi

Keywords

Historical source, Muslim, social movement, gendarmerie, Pan-Islamism, Pan-Turkism

References

2/4

Muslim Social Movement on the Periphery of the Russian Empire as Viewed by a Gendarmerie Agent: Mate

SALIKHOV, R. R. Tatarskaya burzhuaziya Kazani i natsional?nye reformy vtoroi poloviny XIX –
nachala ХХ vv. [The Tatar bourgeoisie of Kazan and national reforms of the second half of the
19th – early 20th century]. Kazan, Master-Lain publ., 2011, 124 p.

SENYUTKINA, O. N. Tyurkism kak istoricheskoe yavlenie (na materialakh istorii Rossiiskoi
imperii 1905-1916 gg.) [Turkism as a historical phenomenon (based on materials from the
history of the Russian Empire: 1905-1916). In Russ.]. Nizhny Novgorod, Medina publ., 2009,
550 p.

USMANOVA, D. M. Musul?manskaya fraktsiya i problemy “svobody sovesti” v
Gosudarstvennoi dume Rossii (1906-1917) [The Muslim fraction and the ‘religious freedom’
issue in the Russian State Duma: 1906-1917. In Russ.]. Kazan, Master-Lain publ., 1999, 164 p.

KHABUTDINOV, A. U. Instituty rossiiskogo musul?manskogo soobschestva v Volgo-Ural?skom
regione [The institutes of the Russian Muslim community in the Volga-Ural region]. Moscow,
Izdatel'skii dom Mardzhani publ., 2013, 344 p.

SHIBAEV, V. P. Etnicheskii sostav naseleniya Evropeiskoi chasti SSSR [Ethnic composition of
the population of the European part of the USSR. In Russ.] IN: Trudy Komissii po izucheniyu
plemennogo sosnava SSSR I sopredel?nikh stran [Proceedings of the Commission for studying
tribal composition of the USSR and adjacent countries]. Leningrad, AN SSSR publ., 1930, pp.
24-46.

About author

Imasheva Marina Maratovna, PhD in History, associate professor, Kazan (Volga Region)
Federal University, +7-906-456-78-89, imaschewa@yandex.ru

3/4

Muslim Social Movement on the Periphery of the Russian Empire as Viewed by a Gendarmerie Agent: Mate

Submitted 22.08.2017, published:

IMASHEVA, M. M. Obshchestvennoe dvizhenie musul'man na periferii Rossiiskoi imperii
glazami agenta zhandarmerii. Po materialam Gosudarstvennogo arkhiva Astrakhanskoi oblasti
[Muslim social movement on the periphery of the Russian Empire as viewed by a gendarmerie
agent: Materials from the State Archive of the Astrakhan Region. In Russ.]. IN: Vestnik arhivista
/ Herald of an Archivist, 2018, no. 1, pp. 207-218. doi 10.28995/2073-0101-2018-1-207-218

You can read completely article in the russian historic-archival magazine “The Herald of
an Archivist”. Read more about terms of subscription here .

Полностью материал публикуется в российском историко-архивоведческом
журнале ВЕСТНИК АРХИВИСТА. Ознакомьтесь с условиями подписки здесь .
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