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Abstract

  

The article is a source study of the special note written by the head of the NKVD district
department and concerning settlement of children evacuated from the city of Leningrad to the
Kalachinsk district of the Omsk region. The special note is a special services top secret
document of informational nature. It contains some negative information on poorly organized
reception of the evacuated children, which the authorities attempted to gloss over. Text analysis
of the special note and comparing its data with information from the minutes of the meetings of
the Kalachinsk executive committee allows the authors to study various problems of settlement
of children evacuated from besieged Leningrad. The source highlights the role of the NKVD
bodies in organizing control over the placement of children evacuated to the Omsk region that
has been practically unknown to researchers before. Independently from local district officials,
the Chekists observed the evacuated children’s settlement and timely informed the higher party
and state leadership of difficulties, shortcomings, and negligence of individual officials in this
work. The district and regional party leaders could not ignore the information coming from the
NKVD bodies. On Chekists’ urging, it made local officials normalize the living conditions of
children from besieged Leningrad. The NKVD officers fought irresponsibility of some of those
responsible for management of the evacuated children’s lives. The authors conclude that in
circumstances when the country was transformed into a single camp, governed by emergency
laws of war, the work of special services to control the placement of children from besieged
Leningrad was necessary and productive. The materials of this article may be of interest to
researchers studying Russian society in the days of the Great Patriotic War and wartime
childhood as a part of the rear daily life, as well as activities of the Soviet special services in
relation to government agencies.
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