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Abstract

  

The article analyzes the Chamber Furrier journal of the voyage of Emperor Nicholas II across
Europe in 1896. The voyage was made immediately after the coronation ceremony. It was
undertaken with an aim of adjusting his notions on the foreign policy of the Russian Empire, and
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at the same time, in order to implement representative functions. It is the ceremonial side of
foreign summits that this unique source reveals. It provides several functions at once:
informational, utilitarian, and commemorative. The article sums up the features of this
document, the nature of the notes and their content. The source permits to identify the
emperor's route, his activities, time and place of contacts with various officials. The notes
contain information on vestments of individuals, decoration of premises, usage of state symbols.
There are notes of organizational and economic significance. Among the pages of the journal
there are characteristic tabs: seating plans, performance programs, menus, and other
documents in foreign languages testifying to political and cultural connections. On the basis of
the register covering the visits to Austria-Hungary, Germany, France, a general “scenario” of
summit meetings can be identified with their key stages and main tasks. Particular attention is
paid to recording toasts that were pronounced at ceremonial dinners and were of declarative
nature. In fact, they were an official communiqu? of the entire meeting delivered in person. Such
texts were fully reproduced on the pages of the Chamber-Fourrier journal in Russian. Other
information on diplomatic negotiations was not reflected in the ceremonial journal. Memory of
each visit was being written synchronously to its proceedings. Summit meetings were an
integral part of the international cooperation. The 1896 voyage presented a new actor on the
“European stage,” attracting attention and thereby contributing to the resumption of discussions
of general geopolitical situation. The experience of participating in official receptions, as
presented in the Chamber-Fourrier journal, was taken into account when developing programs
for return visits of the heads of foreign powers to the Russian Empire in subsequent years. On
one hand, these notes reflect the “ceremonial side” of the events of national importance; on the
other hand, they allow a better understanding of various organizational aspects.

  

  

Keywords

  

Historical source, Chamber Fourrier journal, Russian Empire, Europe, international relations,
Nicholas II, coronation in 1896, ceremonial.

  

  

Download the article: limanova_doi

  

 2 / 4

images/stories/limanova_doi_2021_4.pdf


Nicholas II’s Post-Coronation Voyage to Europe in Records of the Chamber Fourrier Journal for 1896

  

References

  

LIMANOVA, S. A. Politika imperskoi “serdechnosti” na rubezhe XIX-XX vv.: sblizhenie s
Frantsiei i konstruirovanie obraza “druga Rossii” [The policy of imperial “cordiality” at the turn of
the 20th century: Rapprochement with France and construction of the image of the “friend of
Russia”. In. Russ.]. IN: Elektronnyi nauchno-obrazovatel'nyi zhurnal “Istoriya,” 2020, vol. 11, 12
(98) issue, part I. [On-line]. Available at: https://history.jes.su/s207987840012991-9-1/
(accessed 14.12.2020).

  

ROTSHTEIN, F. A. Mezhdunarodnye otnosheniya v kontse XIX veka [International relations at
the end of the 19th century. In Russ.]. Moscow–Leningrad, AN SSSR publ., 1960, 705 p.

  

RYBACHENOK, I.S. Vizity Nikolaya II i Feliksa Fora (1896-1897 gg.) na stranitsakh gazety
“Novoe vremya” [Visits of Nicholas II and Felix Faure (1896–97) on the pages of the newspaper
“Novoye Vremya.” In Russ.]. IN: Rossiya i Frantsiya XVIII–XX vv. [Russia and France of the
18th –20th centuries. In Russ.]. Issue 12. Moscow, Ves' Mir publ., 2017, pp. 81–112.

  

  

About the authors

  

Limanova Svetlana Andreevna, PhD in History, Archive of the Russian Academy of Sciences,
senior researcher, Moscow, Russian Federation, +7-499-129-34-88, serovasvetlana@mail.ru

  

  

Grant information

 3 / 4



Nicholas II’s Post-Coronation Voyage to Europe in Records of the Chamber Fourrier Journal for 1896

  

The article has been prepared with financial support of the Russian Science Foundation
(science project no. 20–18–00482)

  

  

Submitted 18.05.2021, published (for citation):

  

LIMANOVA, S. A. Koronatsionnyi voyazh Nikolaya II v Evropu. Po zapisyam kamer-fur'erskogo
zhurnala za 1896 g. [Nicholas II’s Post-Coronation Voyage to Europe in Records of the
Chamber Fourrier Journal for 1896. In Russ.]. IN: Vestnik arhivista / Herald of an Archivist,
2021, no. 4, pp. 1023-1038. doi 10.28995/2073-0101-2021-4-1023-1038

  

  

You can read completely article in the russian historic-archival magazine “The Herald of
an Archivist”. Read more about terms of subscription here . 

  Полностью материал публикуется в российском историко-архивоведческом
журнале ВЕСТНИК АРХИВИСТА. Ознакомьтесь с условиями подписки здесь . 

  

 4 / 4

http://www.arhivemagazine.com/subscribe.html
http://www.vestarchive.ru/podpiska.html

