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Abstract

The article reviews archival fonds containing collections of the planning committees in three
biggest Siberian cities: Irkutsk, Krasnoyarsk, and Novosibirsk. The Gosplan of the USSR acted
as one of the pillars of the Soviet economic system, and hence of the Soviet society. This
organization, by virtue of its official duties, was to possess the most complete information on the
state of national economy, as well as on characteristics, needs, and requirements of the
population living in towns and villages of the vast country. Despite the importance of this
organization, which had its cells in every administrative unit of the country, its activities have
been poorly studied by historians and urbanists. This is especially true of the territory of Eastern
Siberia. This situation is due to the fact that its fonds have been classified until recently when
most archives have lifted these restrictions. However, the huge volume of the fonds (fonds 1478
and 1300 of the State Archive of the Krasoyarsk Krai are among the largest in the region) and
their poor organization complicate working with these collections. Nevertheless, they allow a
comprehensive disclosure of the issues of the Soviet city. Turning to urban studies, a historian
may feel lost in front of the huge volume of dynamically changing facts, phenomena, processes.
Despite rigid unified structure of the Gosplan, the quality of its collections in the local archives
depended largely on local managers and employees. Among three largest cities of Siberia
(Irkutsk, Krasnoyarsk, Novosibirsk), only Novosibirsk possesses a great number of documents,
well sorted and organized, supplied with reference material. The Krasnoyarsk fond is rich in
information, especially analytical. However, its organization is chaotic, collections remaining as
they was transferred to the archive. Irkutsk has the poorest collection and, being scattered over
several archives, it is poorly accessible to researchers. Moreover, the State Archive of the
Irkutsk Region has no modern digitized guide to its Soviet period fonds. In general, given the
informational value of the planning agencies fonds in the cities of Eastern Siberia, two things
should be noted. First, it is necessary to make them more accessible to researchers through
transfer and digitization. Second, it is necessary to write a history of regional planning
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commissions and biographies of their leaders. Working with materials of these fonds should be
the first step for any researcher concerned with socio-economic development of Eastern
Siberia.

Keywords

Historical sources, urban studies, largest cities of Eastern Siberia, Gosplan of USSR, kraiplan,
oblplan, Krasnoyarsk, Irkutsk, Novosibirsk, archival fonds.

Download the article: gonina_pavlyukevich_slavina_doi

References

FEL’DMAN, M. A. “Preniya dolzhny byt' gil'otinirovany”: s"ezdy sovetov gosplanov SSSR i
problema vybora puti razvitiya ["The debate must be guillotined": Congresses of the Soviets of
State Planning of the USSR and the problem of choosing the path of development. In Russ.].
IN: Rossiiskaya istoriya, 2020, no. 5, pp. 108–123.

MERTSALOV, V. I. Evolyutsiya sovnarkhozovskoi reformy 1957 – 1965 gg. i voprosy
raionirovaniya v Vostochnoi Sibiri [The Evolution of the Sovnarkhoz Reform in 1957–65 and
Issues of Zoning in Eastern Siberia. In Russ.]. IN: Izvestiya Irkutskogo gosudarstvennogo
universiteta. Seriya: Istoriya [Bulletin of the Irkutsk State University. Series: History], 2013, no.

3/5

Fonds of Regional Planning Agencies as a Most Valuable Source on the Dynamics and Standards of Living

1, pp. 86–100.

PASHKOV, K. I. Rol' VSORGO v stanovlenii kraevedcheskogo dvizheniya v Baikal'skom
regione [The role of the VSORGO in the formation of the local history movement in the Baikal
region. In Russ.]. IN: Irkutskii istoriko-ekonomicheskii ezhegodnik [Irkutsk Historical and
Economic Yearbook: 2016]. Irkutsk, Izd-vo BGU publ., 2016, pp. 343-352.

SILINSKII, P. P. Planirovanie narodnogo khozyaistva v oblasti [Planning the national economy
in the region. In Russ.]. Irkutsk, Vost.-Sib. kn. izd-vo publ.,1969, 135 p.

SILINSKII, P. P. Istoriya oblplana [History of the Oblpla. In Russ.]. Irkutsk, Vost.-Sib. kn. izd-vo
publ., 1971, 112 p.

About the authors

Gonina Natalia Vladimirovna, PhD in History, Institute of History of the Siberian branch of the
Russian Academy of Sciences, agrarian and demographic history sector, senior researcher,
Novosibirsk, Russian Federation, +7-913-983-07-79, nvg7@mail.ru

Pavlyukevich Ruslan Vitalievich, PhD in History, associate professor, Krasnoyarsk State
Agrarian University, department of history and political science, assistant professor,
Krasnoyarsk, Russian Federation, +7-902-914-06-18, autocrator@yandex.ru

Slavina Lyudmila Nikolaevna, PhD in History, professor, V. P. Astafyev Krasnoyarsk State
Pedagogical University, department of Russian history, Krasnoyarsk, Russian Federation,
+7-908-219-47-91, 200146@mail.ru

4/5

Fonds of Regional Planning Agencies as a Most Valuable Source on the Dynamics and Standards of Living

Grant information

The article has been prepared with financial support via the grant of the Russian Foundation for
Basic Research, the Government of the Krasnoyarsk Krai and the Krasnoyarsk Regional
Science Foundation within the framework of the scientific project no. 19-49-240002.

Submitted 13.08.2021, published (for citation):

GONINA, N. V., PAVLYUKEVICH, R. V., SLAVINA, L. N. Fondy regional'nykh planovykh
organov kak naibolee tsennyi istochnik po dinamike i urovnyu zhizni gorodskogo naseleniya
Vostochnoi Sibiri. 1954–1984 gg. [Fonds of Regional Planning Agencies as a Most Valuable
Source on the Dynamics and Standards of Living of the Urban Population of Eastern Siberia:
1954–84. In Russ.]. IN: Vestnik arhivista / Herald of an Archivist, 2021, no. 4, pp. 1088-1105.
doi 10.28995/2073-0101-2021-4-1088-1105

You can read completely article in the russian historic-archival magazine “The Herald of
an Archivist”. Read more about terms of subscription here .

Полностью материал публикуется в российском историко-архивоведческом
журнале ВЕСТНИК АРХИВИСТА. Ознакомьтесь с условиями подписки здесь .

5/5

