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Abstract

  

The article analyzes preliminary working notes of the meetings of the Presidium of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (СС CPSU) from October 1964 to June
1965, which were made by V. N. Malin, head of the General Department of the СС CPSU from
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1954 to 1965. The purpose and objective of the study is to use unique historical sources from
the fonds of the Russian State Archive of Contemporary History (RGANI), which are being thus
introduced into scientific use, to deduce the mechanisms of developing key decisions in the
supreme political leadership of the USSR, while political system was transformed and power
functions redistributed after the resignation of N. S. Khrushchev. Extensive historiography of
various aspects of the history of the Soviet Union under L. I. Brezhnev notwithstanding, this
topic has not yet received its proper coverage in national and foreign scholarship. Due to
research specifics, the authors have used comprehensive methodological approach, based on a
combination of source criticism, problem-chronological and system-structural methods, which
permits, to some degree, to interpret the historical sources introduced into scientific use as
convincingly as possible. Having analyzed issues considered at the meetings of the Presidium
of the CC of the CPSU at the time, the authors come to a conclusion that the main range of
topics did not change after October 1964: key problems of domestic and foreign policy
remained in the focus of attention of the supreme political body of the USSR, while its approach
to them did change. An important area of activity of the Presidium of the Central Committee was
overcoming the N. S. Khrushchev legacy. This could have been formal issues related to the
resignation of the former Soviet leader from his numerous posts, as well as fundamental
problems of ideological nature. International relations were central in revision of N. S.
Khrushchev's policy, resulting in a reconsideration of the Soviet foreign policy strategy and
tactics. In late October 1964-1965, the Soviet leadership made efforts to normalize the relations
with the ruling parties of Albania and the People's Republic of China (PRC), which had been
“tested for durability” in the N. S. Khrushchev era. The preliminary working notes of the
meetings of the Presidium of the Central Committee show that internal problems of the USSR
were discussed by the Soviet leaders just as vividly and intensely as international ones. The
main discussions revolved around two fundamental issues: situation in the agriculture and
changes in the planning system in industry. Discussions of the need for agrarian reforms
dominated late 1964 – early 1965, while discussion of reforming planning industrial production
figured large since spring of 1965. The authors conclude that, when implementing their
initiatives, the leaders of the Soviet Union, in many respects, were limited by the configuration of
the political system developed over the previous years, as well as by the existing foreign policy
realities. The authors argue insufficient coverage of the mechanisms for developing key
decisions by the top political leadership of the USSR and connect the prospects for this
research with expanded access to archival complexes.

  

  

Keywords

  

USSR, Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU, N. S. Khrushchev, L. I. Brezhnev,
mechanism of power, Kosygin’s Reforms, socialist camp, historical sources.

 2 / 5



After Khrushchev: Activities of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU in October 1964 – June 1965 according to V.?N. Malin’s Notes 

  

  

Download the article: permyakov_dzhalilov_pivovarov_doi

  

  

References

  

AFIANI, V. Yu. Protokoly Byuro Prezidiuma i Prezidiuma TSK KPSS. 1950-1960-e gg. Problemy
istochnikovedeniya i arkheografii sovetskogo perioda [The Protocols of the Bureau of the
Presidium and the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU, 1950-1960: Problems of
Source Criticism and Archeography of the Soviet Period. In Russ.]. IN: Problemy istorii russkoi
knizhnosti, kul’tury i obshchestvennogo soznaniya [Problems of the History of the Russian
Bookishness, Culture, and Public Consciousness. In Russ.]. Novossibirsk, Sib. Khronograf
publ., 2000, 447 p.

  

DZHALILOV, T. A. Reaktsiya rukovodstva KPCH, VSRP i PORP na otstavku N. S.
Khrushcheva: politicheskii proschet ili popytka peresmotra printsipov sovetskogo
dominirovaniya v sotsialisticheskom lagere? [The Reaction of the Leaders of the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia, Hungarian Socialist Worker’s Party, and Polish United Worker’s Party
to the N. S. Khrushchev’s Retirement: A Political Miscalculation or an Attempt of Revision of the
Principles of the Soviet Domination in the Socialist Camp? In Russ.]. IN: Elektronnyi
nauchno-obrazovatel’nyi zhurnal “Istoriya,” 2018, vol. 9, no. 7 (71). [On-line]. Available at
http://history.jes.su/s207987840002406-5-1 (accessed 10.08.2021).

  

PIVOVAROV, N. Yu. Zernovoi krizis 1963 v SSSR i vneshnetorgovye kollizii ego razresheniya
[The Grain Crisis of 1963 in the USSR and the Foreign Trade Collisions of its Resolution. In
Russ.]. IN: Gumanitarnye nauki v Sibiri, 2019, vol. 26, no. 1, pp. 28–33.

  

PIKHOYA, R. G. Sovetskii Soyuz. Istoriya vlasti. 1945-1991 [Soviet Union. The History of

 3 / 5

images/stories/permyakov_dzhalilov_pivovarov_doi_2022_1.pdf


After Khrushchev: Activities of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU in October 1964 – June 1965 according to V.?N. Malin’s Notes 

Power. 1945-1991. In Russ.]. Moscow, RAGS publ., 1998, 734 p.

  

SCHATTENBERG, Susanne. Leonid Breschnew. Staatsmann und Schauspieler im Schatten
Stalins. Eine biographie. K?ln: B?hlau Verlag, 2018. (Russ. ed.: SCHATTENBERG, S. Leonid
Brezhnev. Velichie i tragediya cheloveka i strany. Moscow, ROSSPEN, 2018, 622 p.).

  

KLUMBYTE, Neringa, SHARAFUTDINOVA, Gulnaz (eds.). Soviet Society in the Era of Late
Socialism, 1964-1985. Lanham: Lexington Books, 2012, 260 p.

  

LEWIN, Moshe. Stalinism and the Seeds of Soviet Reform: The Debates of the 1960s. London:
Pluto press; Armonk (N.Y.): Sharpe, 1991, 373 p.

  

  

About the authors

  

Permyakov Igor Albertovich, PhD in History, Russian State Archive of Contemporary History,
director, Moscow, Russian Federation, +7-495-190-55-89, permigal@mail.ru

  

Dzhalilov Teimur Agabaevich, PhD in History, Russian State Archive of Contemporary History,
department of studying and preparing archival documents for publication, head of the
department, Moscow, Russian Federation, +7-916-929-03-14, slavika1@yandex.ru

  

Pivovarov Nikita Yur’evich, PhD in History, Russian State Archive of Contemporary History,
department of studying and preparing archival documents for publication, main specialist,
Moscow, Russian Federation, +7-929-681-76-50, pivovarov.hist@gmail.com

  

 4 / 5



After Khrushchev: Activities of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU in October 1964 – June 1965 according to V.?N. Malin’s Notes 

  

Grant information

  

The article has been prepared with financial support of the Russian Foundation for Basic
Research (science project no. 21-09-43056/21) “The Presidium of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the Features of Functioning of the Soviet Political
System (1964-1966).”

  

  

Submitted 16.08.2021, published (for citation):

  

PERMYAKOV, I. A., DZHALILOV, T. A., PIVOVAROV, N. Yu. Posle Khrushcheva: deyatel'nost'
Prezidiuma TsK KPSS v oktyabre 1964-iyune 1965 gg. po zapisyam V. N. Malina [After
Khrushchev: Activities of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPSU in October 1964
– June 1965 according to V.?N. Malin’s Notes. In Russ.]. IN: Vestnik arhivista / Herald of an
Archivist, 2022, no. 1, pp. 137-153. doi 10.28995/2073-0101-2022-1-137-153

  

  

You can read completely article in the russian historic-archival magazine “The Herald of
an Archivist”. Read more about terms of subscription here . 

  Полностью материал публикуется в российском историко-архивоведческом
журнале ВЕСТНИК АРХИВИСТА. Ознакомьтесь с условиями подписки здесь . 

  

 5 / 5

http://www.arhivemagazine.com/subscribe.html
http://www.vestarchive.ru/podpiska.html

