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Abstract

The article addresses the issue of canonization of new martyrs of the Russian Orthodox
Church, specifically canonization of locally venerated saints canonized by the Russian Orthodox
Church Outside Russia. In 1990s the canonization of new martyrs and confessors was not only
church-wide, but also local, and both were interlinked with political processes of the time. As
new martyrs and confessors, both clergy and laity, were victims of the repressions, materials on
them have become available only after 1991. This is the major factor in canonization of the
suffered clergy and laity. After signing the Act of Canonical Communion in 2007 the Russian
Orthodox Church Outside Russia became a self-governing part of the Russian Orthodox Church
and there emerged a need to study the canonizations enacted abroad. The study shows that
the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia did not practice canonization on stand alone
basis, and its Menologion contained names of new martyrs canonized by the Russian Orthodox
Church as well as those of uncanonized victims. Drawing on representative data the author
concludes by pointing out the moral aspect of the issue and warns that the Menologion of the
Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia may list sufferers of unknown life circumstances
hindering their canonization.
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