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Abstract

The possibility to preserve historical memory by transmitting information from one generation to
another in contemporaries’ perception of the events does not lose its relevance today. On the
basis of personal provenance sources this article demonstrates the evolution G. P. Permyakov’s
views. G.P. Permyakov was a hero of the Revolution and the Civil War; at first an ardent
Bolshevik, he later became more restrained in assessing revolutionary changes. The life of G.P.
Permyakov is reflected in his diary notes, correspondence with friends, memoirs, and
autobiographical data, which allow both to reconstruct the events with great accuracy and to
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see how contemporaries’ views changed over time, whether their expectations were fulfilled in
the Soviet time. Materials of G. Permyakov’s personal provenance fond stored in the State
Archive of Social and Political History of the Tyumen Region provide an opportunity to enrich
collective memory which presently draws more on institutional, rather than individual
experience. The G.P. Permyakov’s collection is quite unique, as it includes materials related to
different periods of his life. The 1920s documents are permeated with enthusiasm for the
success of the revolution and hopes for a better future. There are no materials from 1930s to
the first half of the 1950s in the collection, as during that time he did not carry on his
correspondence with friends. The correspondence only resumed during the preparation for the
40th anniversary of the revolution. In the second half of 1950s a new assessment of the
revolution and the Civil War appeared in G. Permyakov’s manuscripts. It clearly shows his
disappointment in the results of the Soviet state construction. Information value of the G.P.
Permyakov’s collection comes from materials from different periods of his life with theirs varying
assessments. This allows researchers to approach understanding of large-scale historical
events from the perspective of an individual.
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