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Abstract

The article is devoted to an unknown episode in the biography of the eminent Soviet historian B.
F. Porshnev (1905-1972), who worked in the higher educational and scientific institutions of
Rostov-on-Don in 1930-32, and among others, in the North Caucasus Regional Highlander
Research Institute of Local History, where he primarily lectured and taught history of
socio-economic formations to post-graduate students. In Rostov, B. F. Porshnev, who later
declared himself a scholar in the French history, showed himself as a Marxist social scientist.
1930-32 saw a discussion on socio-economic formations in the Soviet historical science, during
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which the antiquity was legitimized and received the name of “slave formation.” The literature
follows the content of this discussion in the regions not quite as well as in the center. The State
Archive of the Stavropol Krai stores B. F. Porshnev’s documents and his report on the slave
formation, which he gave in a dispute in the North Caucasus Regional Highlander Research
Institute of Local History; this indicates that the discussion of socio-economic formations took
place in Rostov as well. The report of B. F. Porshnev was typical Marxist work, in which
sketchiness, social science, and abstractness dominated, while real historical material was
absent. In B. F. Porshnev’s mind the slave formation was a logical stage in the development of
mankind, however, not all peoples underwent it. Only sedentary peoples could expand slave
system. They constantly pushed their borders and conquered first nearby, then distant peoples,
turning them into slaves. Thus the empires of antiquity arose: Ancient Rome, other states of
antiquity, Han China. Slaves were the main productive force within the slave formation, and
violence, war, and capture were the main source of its replenishment. The slave formation
collapsed as a result of class struggle between the exploiters (slave owners) and the exploited
(slaves); however, this happened under objective external conditions, i.e., during barbarian
invasions.

Keywords

Historical source, antiquity civilization, slave formation, Rostov-on-Don, discussion, Marxism,
historian.

2/5



Young Scholar B. F. Porshnev on the Slave Formation: According to the Text Preserved in the State Archi

Written by Sergey V. Kondratiev, Tamara N. Kondratieva
Tuesday, 15 February 2022 04:44

Download the article: pdf

References

GUKOVSKII, A. I. Feodalizm v Zapadnoi Evrope [Feudalism in Western Europe. In Russ.]
Moscow, Zhurnalno-gazetnoe obedinenie publ., 1932, 88 p.

KONDRATIEVA, T. N. Obuchenie studentov na obshchestvenno-pedagogicheskom otdelenii
fakulteta obshchestvennykh nauk MGU (1921-1925) [Education of Students at the
Socio-Pedagogical Department of the Social Science Faculty of the Moscow State University
(1921-1925). In Russ.] In: Vestnik Tomskogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta. Istoriya [Bulletin
of the Tomsk State University. History], 2014, no. 6 (32), pp. 89-94.

KONDRATIEVA, T. N. Boris Fedorovich Porshnev: nachalo bol'shogo puti [Boris Fedorovich
Porshnev: The beginning of his great passage. In Russ]. In: Vestn. Novosib. gos. un-ta. Seriya:
Istoriya, filologiya [Bulletin of the Novosibirsk State University. Series: History and Philology],
2016, vol. 15, issue 1: History, pp. 163-165.

KONDRATIEVA, T. Boris Fedorovich Porshnev: mezhdu rusistikoi i frankovedeniem, ili O roli
sluchainosti v sudibe istorika [Boris F. Porshnev: Between Russian and French History, or On
the Role of Chance in a Historian's Life. In Russ.]. In: Quaestio Rossica, 2017, vol. 5, no. 3, pp.
853—-866.

KRIKH, S. B. Obraz drevnosti v sovetskoi istoriografii [The image of antiquity in the Soviet
historiography. In Russ.]. Moscow, KRASAND publ., 2013, 320 p.

3/5


images/stories/kondratiev_kondratieva_doi.pdf

Young Scholar B. F. Porshnev on the Slave Formation: According to the Text Preserved in the State Archi

Written by Sergey V. Kondratiev, Tamara N. Kondratieva
Tuesday, 15 February 2022 04:44

ULYANOV, M. Yu. Drevnii Kitai v rabotakh sovetskikh kitaevedov 20-30 gg. XX v. (kratKii
obzor) [Ancient China in the works of Soviet sinologists of the 1920s-1930s: A brief survey. In
Russ.]. IN: Obshchestvo i gosudarstvo v Kitae [Society and state in China], 2018, vol. 48, no. 2,
pp. 154—194.

About the authors

Kondratiev Sergey Vitalievich, PhD in History, professor, Tyumen State University, department
of modern history and world policy, Tyumen, Russian Federation, +7-912-990-77-02,
skondratiev@utmn.ru

Kondratieva Tamara Nikolaevna, PhD in History, associate professor, Tyumen State University,
department of documentation and records management, Tyumen, Russian Federation,
+7-912-922-80-04, ktamara1960@yandex.ru

Submitted 13.11.2019, published (for citation):

KONDRATIEV, S. V., KONDRATIEVA, T. N. Molodoi uchenyi B. F. Porshnev o
rabovladel'cheskoi formatsii: po sokhranivshemusya tekstu v Gosudarstvennom arkhive
Stavropol'skogo kraya [Young Scholar B. F. Porshnev on the Slave Formation: According to the
Text Preserved in the State Archive of the Stavropol Region. In Russ.]. IN: Vestnik arhivista /
Herald of an Archivist, 2020, no. 3, pp. 917-928. doi 10.28995/2073-0101-2020-3-917-928

4/5



Young Scholar B. F. Porshnev on the Slave Formation: According to the Text Preserved in the State Archi

Written by Sergey V. Kondratiev, Tamara N. Kondratieva
Tuesday, 15 February 2022 04:44

You can read completely article in the russian historic-archival magazine “The Herald of
an Archivist”. Read more about terms of subscription here .
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