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Abstract

This article is devoted to the Russian military and statesman P. F. Unterberger and his views on
the position of the Russian Empire in the Far East in the late 19th century. The source of the
article is the P. F. Unterberger’s note, which demonstrates primary objectives of Russia in the
region. It is a part of P. F. Unterberger’s fond in the Russian State Military History Archive
(RGVIA). The note was written in the late 19th century and is noteworthy not only as a source,
revealing aspects of external and internal policy of Russia, but as an attempt of a Russian
general to make a project of the Far East’s development. Therefore, on the basis of his note,
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the article strives to assess intellectual tendencies and processes of the era. Of primary
importance for P. F. Unterberger was military presence of Russia in the Far East. He pointed
out that strategic importance of the region had significantly increased in the late 19th century.
He saw one of the main aims of the Russian Empire in acquiring an ice-free port in the Far East.
The need to connect the Far Eastern periphery with Central Russia prompted him to address
the problem of transport development. Thus, P. F. Unterberger underscored the necessity of the
Trans-Siberian Railway construction. He focused on relations between Russia and other states.
P. F. Unterberger urged Russia to establish cordial relations with China, the biggest state of the
Far East. On England, which also had its interests on the Pacific coast, he held a different view.
Japan he considered Russia’s most dangerous enemy in the region. There are some results in
the article’s conclusion. The note of P. F. Unterberger shows some intellectual tendencies of the
turn of the 20th centuries. One of them was the idea of “yellow peril.” However, of most
significance is the source itself. Such complex theories subsequently have become a part of the
scholarship known as “geopolitics.”
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