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Abstract

  

Drawing on documentary sources from the personal provenance archival fond of the famous
publisher and bibliologist A.A. Krolenko (Manuscripts Department of the National Library of
Russia) the article clarifies the role of the Petrograd Philosophical Society in the creation and
initial activities of the famous publishing house “Academia.” It thus enables to redefine some
processes of the Russian scientific and cultural life in the first years of Soviet power. The article
draws on the documentary complex of the personal fond of A.A. Kolenko in order to show some
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important forms, methods, and trends of the publishing activities of the Petrograd Philosophical
Society in the early 1920s. Interesting information on the topic is being introduced into the
scientific circulation for the first time: concerning the creation of the publishing house, organizing
of the bookstore, preparing translations of Plato's works, founding the “Mysl” magazine, etc. The
chronological scope of the article is limited to the period of 1921–1923, since it was during these
years that the publishing house “Academia” operated within the frameworks of the Petrograd
Philosophical Society and under its auspices. The article draws on diverse in their composition
and content documents from the A.A. Kolenko’s fond: records management documents, reports,
diary entries, photos, memories, letters, etc. Taken together, these archival sources testify to
the most serious work done by the Petrograd Philosophical Society to organize the publishing
house and ensure its work under the difficult conditions of the initial period of the New Economic
Policy. The identified archival documents form a single complex on the history of the remarkable
publishing house “Academia,” at the origins of which stood the Petrograd Philosophical Society.
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