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Annotation / AHHOTaums

This article is devoted to the feature films. The basic problem - can be a feature film a historical
source? The author proves that the fiction film in some cases is capable to give to the historian
the important information and to show a studied problematic from the new, original party. As an
example two feature films are considered. These films connected with history of the Algerian
war: “The battle for Algeria” and “Close enemies” («the personal enemy»). These films allow to
see in a different way essence of terrorism and other crisis phenomena of XX-XXI centuries.

B cTtaTtbe, NOCBSALWEHHON NTPOBLIM hnbMaM, paccMaTpueaeTcs npobnema - MoOXeT nu
NrpoBOI oUbM BblTb MOMHOLEHHBIM NCTOPUYECKMM UCTOYHMKOM. ABTOP [0Ka3biBaeT, HTO
NrpoOBOI CHUNbM B psAe ClydYaeB CnocobeH aaTth MCTOPUKY BaXHYKO MHPOPMALMIO 1 NoKasaTb
n3yyaemyto npobnemaTumky ¢ HOBOW, OPUrMHaNbHON CTOPOHBI. B kayecTBe npumepa
paccMaTpuBaloTCa ABa UrPOBbIX (PUNbMa, CBA3aHHbBIX C UCTOPUEN anXMPCKOW BOVHbI: «Brntea
3a Anxup» n «bnuskune sparn» («JIn4Hbi Bpar»). T oUnbMbl NO3BONSIOT MO NHOMY
B3rNsIHYTb Ha CYWHOCTb TEPPOpM3Ma U APYrux KPU3ncHblx sieneHmin XX-XXI es.
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Crisis in Algeria in 1954-1962 can't be studied without research of film documents. The purpose
of this research: to show value of game cinema as a historical source. During an epoch of fight
against terrorism films «Fight for Algeria» and «Close enemies» («the Personal enemy») are
actual, more than ever. The first tape reflects a sight of terrorists (or fighters for freedom) on a
terror problem, well and «Close enemies» - the answer of those who with this terror struggled.
Officially Algerian crisis has begun on November, 1st, 1954 and proceeded seven and a half
years. War has provoked crisis in mother country. The Algerian problem had for France not
smaller value, than for the Algeria. The two-hour film of ltalian director Dzhillo Pontekorvo
«Fight for Algeria» became Masterpiece. The film structure reminds an epic cloth of the Sicilian
mafia. Only feelers of Algerian "octopus" are directed against the Europeans, in any way doing
not wish to leave to the France.
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Gillo Pontekorvo

The huge quantity of incidental persons gives to «Fight for Algeria» documentation illusion. The
director make a film about mania of destruction of people within the limits of civilized city life.
The chronicle of terror from time to time finds a shade of a thriller and even "surrealism" in the
spirit of Hitchcock. In one of feature films with such documentary accuracy all smallest details of
preparation and carrying out of act of terrorism as in «to Fight for Algeria», and it does its by
one of the most important and interesting sources of the given work aren't fixed. On September,
10th 1956 10th paraborne division enters into a city under command of colonel Phillip Matyo,
and «fight for Algeria» begins. Matyo (Massyu) takes up all completeness of responsibility for
order maintenance in a city by all means. Struggle means - a round-up, a search, interrogation.
Interrogation should bring results. Matyo speaks to the subordinates: «| against cruelty, but in
the present state of affairs false humanity am ridiculous!». The press conference of colonel
Matyo based on real words of Jacque Massyu which are said as though yesterday is curious:
«Terror concerns revolt, as guerrilla struggle to regular war. She solves all. As in Indochina. But
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there they have won. The victory depends on you, journalists. You should write well. Explain,
why all Sartres are born on that party of barricades?»

"Fight for Algeria"

Press conferences of the colonel alternate with shots of tortures of the terrorist under loud
music. Ben-Midi, the terrorist, have been arrested. On March, 4th, 1957 It and colonel Matyo
gives press conference to the French journalists. Press conference is recreated with
documentary accuracy. After press conference arrested person Ben-Midi became more
dangerous, than before arrest. It was necessary not to admit public litigation over it, and it,
under the official version, "has committed suicide". Long time its destiny has been covered by a
privacy veil, and only after interview of general Ossaresa and issue of its book, business of
Larbi Ben-Midi has cleared up. As confirms Ossares in interview to the newspaper "Mond",
Massyu attached to a staff judge Berar who was carrying out a role of the actual emissary of
Paris and, in particular, of the Minister of Justice (those years Fran?ois Mitterand was it), has
started with it conversation that Ben Mhidi quite could commit suicide: «it after all can have a
capsule not found at arrest with potassium cyanide».
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