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Abstract

  

The article draws on regional archival material introduced into scientific use for the first time and
reviews forms of arranging work with children in order to prevent neglect of children and combat
homelessness among them in the Gorky region in the first post-war years (1946-1948). On
March 12, 1946 the meeting of the Bureau of the Gorkygorkom of the CPSU (b) passed a
resolution "On strengthening educational work with children and on measures to combat
homelessness and neglect in the city", which involved additional measures to address the
problem. Various educational, cultural, sports and recreational institutions, as well as Komsomol
were to involvechildren as much as possible and also organize their extracurricular time: after
school hours, weekends and public holidays, vacations. The problem of neglect grew most
acute during long summer holidays when the children were to fend for themselves, parents at
work andunable to organize any leisure activities. Schools (or other institutions attended by the
children) were to planthe events, drawup a schedule, determine events contentand have
over-all charge, while other institutions were to provide the necessaries (for example, for
watching a movie) or toorganizethe activities (i.e., exhibitions, tours, performances, etc.) in
accordance with schedule. The article provides insight intothe particulars of this work in a
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case-study of the Gorky region and highlights its key trends, such as organization of children's
clubs and classes, controlling attendance, academic performance, family and living conditions
of children, identifying problems and solving them to the extent possiblewithinvolvement of
school communities, parents, party organizations, police, mentoring enterprisesand
organizations. Schooladministration and teachers monitored and took measures to raise
attendance, paid close attention to poor performance and attempted to find out and remedy its
causes. Overall, theseeffortshelped prevent neglect and homelessness of children.
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