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Abstract

The article draws on materials from the Archive of the Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation
to study contribution of public organizations of the USSR and Japan to normalization of relations
between the two countries in 1920 — 1930s. The study of the public diplomacy movement of the
prewar period identifies driving forces that contributed to the maintenance of stability in the
Asian region and promoted immersion in the culture of the foreign nation. The study of the
friendship movement of 1920 — 1930s with introduction of the yet unrevealed historical sources
from the Archive of the Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation should significantly enrich and
enhance presentation of the dynamics in relations between the USSR and Japan in the prewar
period. Drawing on materials from the Archive of the Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation,
the article strives to assess the contribution of the public organizations of the USSR and Japan
to normalization of relations between the two countries in 1920 — 1930s. With this in mind the
article considers the formation of the Japanese public organizations in 1920-1930 in order to
help establishing friendly relations with the USSR, their activities, status, and numerical
composition. It also identifies priorities of the Soviet organization, the All-Russian Society for
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Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries (VOKS), in facilitation of dialogue between the Soviet
Union and Japan in the prewar period. The chronological framework of the study covers the
period of 1920-1930s, which allows depict the mode of public institutes activities under diverse
historical conditions. The article determines that the initiative to establish friendly relations with
Soviet Russia came from the Japanese community. The contribution of Nichiro Sofucay, the
Association of Friends Studying the Soviet Union, the International Society of Nihon Kokusai
Kyokai to developing friendship between the two countries and to preservation of peace is being
studied for the first time. The author concludes that activities of public organizations in Japan
and the Soviet Union contributed to formation of a stratum of non-judgemental professionals
familiar with both Russian and Japanese cultures. This stratum became a foundation for the
friendship movement of the postwar period, as the counties attempted a constructive dialogue
and a normative consolidation of friendly relations.
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