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Abstract

The article offers a systematization and analysis of the contents of a comprehensive and
diverse database of sources for studying the interactions between the authorities and workers in
the days of the Civil War. There is a number of published and unpublished documentary
complexes that allow to explore not only the nature of these interactions, but also to identify
factors and trends of their evolution. In the first group of the sources the authors include
legislative and regulatory documents of the government and administration agencies of the
Bolshevik and anti-Bolshevik authorities. They allow to define the legal basis for economic,
social, military and political transformations advanced in the Urals by the opposing regimes, and
also to identify some crucial decisions that determined the political and social life. Another group
of sources includes record keeping documentation of governmental and public institutions:
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transcripts and minutes of meetings of central and local authorities and trade unions
documentation. The latter is the only evidence of some important decisions that is available to
historians in some cases. Valuable sources for research on the subject are reports of various
organizations of the communist party, the Red Army, the Cheka and the Soviets on the political
situation and the peoples’ (workers’ in particular) frame of mind. Another group of sources is
materials of periodicals of various political movements published in the central region or in the
Urals in the end of 1917—1920. Personal provenance sources and ego-documents (letters and
memoirs from both Bolshevik and anti-Bolshevik camps) are also of great importance.
Traditional source study and latest interpretive methods allow to identify the meaningful data
contained in these sources, which sometimes can be found in no other documents, to offer
some insights, and to help to interpret testimonials and “voices” of contemporaries and
participants of those historical events.
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